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The Fight against the Islamic State 
Competition of Narrative 
Aviles, Weston and Sarah Canna, editors. White Paper on Influence in an Age of Rising Connectedness. 
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sanctioned violence. 

Riva-Mossman, Susan Kay. Conflict Narratives: Mediation Case Studies in an Intercultural Context. 
Dissertation for University of Nebraska, Omaha, Nebraska. 15 June 2009.  
https://www.taosinstitute.net/Websites/taos/files/Content/5693761/Susi_Riva_-
_Conflict_Narratives.pdf [accessed 23 July 2018]. 

Tainov, Aidar. Achilles' Heel of Daesh Propaganda. MMAS Thesis U.S. Army Command and General Staff 
College, Leavenworth, Kansas, 2017. 
https://www.academia.edu/40831734/Achilles_Heel_of_Daesh_Propaganda [accessed 13 February 
2021]. 

Treverton, Gregory F., Andrew Thvedt, Alicia R. Chen, Kathy Lee, and Madeline McCue. Addressing 
Hybrid Threats. Swedish Defense University Center for Asymmetric Threat Studies [May 2018]. 
https://www.hybridcoe.fi/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Treverton-AddressingHybridThreats.pdf 
[accessed 13 May 2018]. 
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resonance between a story and a societal narrative. 

 Allen, T.S. “The Once and Future InfoWars,” War on the Rocks [27 March 2018]. 
https://warontherocks.com/2018/03/the-once-and-future-infowars/ [accessed 27 March 2018]. 
This is a book review: David Patrikarakos, War in 140 Characters: How Social Media is Reshaping Conflict in the 
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Asda'a Burson-Marsteller, “8th Annual Asda'a Burson-Marsteller Arab Youth Survey: Inside the Hearts 
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campaigns. 

Banach, Stefan J. “From 9/11 to London: The Need for Virtual Battle Space Maneuver Doctrine,” Small 
Wars Journal [11 June 2017]. http://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/from-911-to-london-the-need-
for-virtual-battle-space-maneuver-doctrine [accessed 6 March 2018]. 

Banach, Stefan J. “From Reagan to Entropy: The Need for a U.S. National Technology Based Strategy,” 
Small Wars Journal [24 August 2017]. http://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/from-reagan-to-entropy-
the-need-for-a-us-national-technology-based-strategy [accessed 6 March 2018]. 

Banach, Stefan J. “Virtual War – A Revolution in Human Affairs,” Small Wars Journal [1 February 2018]. 
http://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/virtual-war-–-a-revolution-in-human-affairs [accessed 6 March 
2018]. 

 Berger, J.M., “America Isn’t Losing the War of Ideas to ISIS”, Defense One [11 November 2015]. 
http://www.defenseone.com/ideas/2015/11/america-isnt-losing-war-ideas-isis/123604/ [accessed 
13 November 2015]. 

https://warontherocks.com/2018/03/the-once-and-future-infowars/
http://www.defenseone.com/ideas/2017/01/weaponized-narrative-new-battlespace/134284/
http://www.defenseone.com/ideas/2017/01/weaponized-narrative-new-battlespace/134284/
https://www.businessinsider.com/us-special-operators-rethink-propaganda-to-counter-russia-china-2021-8
https://www.businessinsider.com/us-special-operators-rethink-propaganda-to-counter-russia-china-2021-8
http://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/from-911-to-london-the-need-for-virtual-battle-space-maneuver-doctrine
http://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/from-911-to-london-the-need-for-virtual-battle-space-maneuver-doctrine
http://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/from-reagan-to-entropy-the-need-for-a-us-national-technology-based-strategy
http://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/from-reagan-to-entropy-the-need-for-a-us-national-technology-based-strategy
http://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/virtual-war-%E2%80%93-a-revolution-in-human-affairs
http://www.defenseone.com/ideas/2015/11/america-isnt-losing-war-ideas-isis/123604/


 Bloch, Marc. Reflections of a Historian on an on an on an on the False News of the War. (originally 
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I know that a lot of people like to poke fun at and mock Erik Prince’s ideas about the privatization of the 
American military with respect to the conduct of a variety of missions.  I ask those people to hear me out on a 
couple of points. 
One, I disagree with Erik Prince that economic efficiency and effectiveness should determine the way the U.S. 
goes about the conduct of national security actions.  It may be cost-effective to pay private contractors to do 
advise and assist missions that require decades of commitment.  I have worked with some of Erik Prince’s folks 
in Iraq on more than one occasion and in other places in the Middle East as well.  They are not the caricatures 
that Prince’s critics paint them to be.  They do their jobs well and accomplish their missions.  My objection to 
Erik Prince’s ideas is that the U.S. government and U.S. citizens and soldiers should shoulder the burdens of 
securing the republic because that is the right thing to do.  Citizens need to sacrifice and suffer for their 
country or there won’t be a country worth that sacrifice or suffering left. 
Two, Erik Prince is correct when he says that there has been no accountability of the failures of the “national 
security “elites,” both uniformed and civilian.”  This is what should really bother people about this article.  The 
troubling aspects are where Prince is correct: wasteful spending, bad policy, ignorant efforts, 
misunderstanding the operational environment, and a lack of accountability for any, some, or all of it.  I want 
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Video is 6:29.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  This 
includes statements from an imprisoned ISIS participant who joined based off videos of the fighting in Syria 
and recruited through Facebook. 

ICSVE, “A Child of the Islamic State,” International Center for the Study of Violent Extremism [12 April 
2018]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oYIUYr1-hQU&feature=youtu.be [accessed 12 April 
2018]. 
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Video is 4:04.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  This 
includes statements from an imprisoned ISIS participant who took his son to the caliphate.  This is a story of 
the son. 

ICSVE, “Marriage in the Islamic State,” International Center for the Study of Violent Extremism [14 April 
2018]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9wDofH_QTmo&feature=youtu.be [accessed 15 April 
2018]. 
Video is 3:42.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  This 
includes statements from an ISIS defector who tells a story about an ISIS foreign fighter who stalks and lies to 
steal a man’s wife. 

ICSVE, “Justice in the Islamic State,” International Center for the Study of Violent Extremism [22 April 
2018]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yeVmDEJX6wM&feature=youtu.be [accessed 23 April 
2018]. 
Video is 2:34.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  This 
includes statements from an ISIS defector who is imprisoned in Kosovo.  He traveled to Syria twice to fight 
against the al-Assad regime.  The second time he took his wife.  His stated reason for defection is the injustice 
toward the wives, and especially, the widows of fighters.  Despite his problems with ISIS he doesn’t feel the 
West is better. 

ICSVE, “A Sister Walking in the Islamic State,” International Center for the Study of Violent Extremism [23 
April 2018]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SY55OwuflIw [accessed 24 April 2018]. 
Video is 2:06.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  This 
includes statements from an ISIS defector who is imprisoned.  He explains the story of his sister taken and 
killed for not having the right documentation to be with her brother. 

ICSVE, “We are in the Time of Jihad,” International Center for the Study of Violent Extremism [27 April 
2018]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bGZz3fcy3-M&feature=youtu.be [accessed 29 April 
2018]. 
Video is 1:51.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  This 
includes statements from an ISIS defector who expresses falseness in the faith and piety of ISIS leaders and 
fighters. 

ICSVE, “The Call to Jihad,” International Center for the Study of Violent Extremism [28 April 2018]. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xYsXGGlNbbc&feature=youtu.be [accessed 1 May 2018]. 
Video is 4:34.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  The 
story is of a Kosovar soldier who traveled to Syria to fight in the Free Syrian Army.  He was arrested and 
imprisoned. 

ICSVE, “Two Brothers in the Islamic State,” International Center for the Study of Violent Extremism [3 
May 2018]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8C3gEHhmDFk&feature=youtu.be [accessed 4 May 
2018]. 
Video is 3:51.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  The 
story is of an Iraqi man who is lured into ISIS by his brother through threats and coercion.  He was arrested 
and imprisoned. 

ICSVE, “The Islamic State takes Care of You,” International Center for the Study of Violent Extremism [22 
May 2018]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HDVeEuh28Ks&feature=youtu.be [accessed 23 
May 2018]. 
Video is 2:02.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  The 
story is of a Syrian man who joined ISIS after fighting in the Free Syrian Army.  He described the horrible living 
conditions. 

ICSVE, “Rules of the Islamic State,” International Center for the Study of Violent Extremism [23 May 
2018]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QQIIyfGAXvY&feature=youtu.be [accessed 31 May 
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2018]. 
Video is 2:55.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  The 
story is of a Syrian man who joined ISIS as a cub of the caliphate.  He tells of serving in the morality police. 

ICSVE, “The Islamic State Hisbah,” International Center for the Study of Violent Extremism [25 May 
2018]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HtShqJuzx_8&feature=youtu.be [accessed 31 May 
2018]. 
Video is 2:59.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  The 
story is of a Syrian man who joined ISIS after fighting in the Free Syrian Army.  He described working with the 
morality police. 

ICSVE, “The Real Jihad,” International Center for the Study of Violent Extremism [28 May 2018]. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DDzW7QKifW8&feature=youtu.be [accessed 31 May 2018]. 
Video is 4:25.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  The 
story is of a Syrian man who joined ISIS after fighting in the Free Syrian Army.  He described the horrible living 
conditions. 

ICSVE, “Justice for our Sisters in the Islamic State,” International Center for the Study of Violent 
Extremism [28 May 2018]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zysA3GAusy4&feature=youtu.be 
[accessed 31 May 2018]. 
Video is 3:03.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  The 
story is of a Syrian defector from ISIS describing the misbehavior of ISIS members. 

ICSVE, “Sex in the Islamic State,” International Center for the Study of Violent Extremism [8 June 2018]. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BNzz6v6W4jc&feature=youtu.be [accessed 10 June 2018]. 
Video is 2:55.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  The 
story is of a Syrian defector from ISIS who joined as a teenager.  He was repulsed by sexual practices of the 
group. 

ICSVE, “Aiming for Paradise with the Cubs of the Caliphate,” International Center for the Study of Violent 
Extremism [14 June 2018]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TX22Yce7Px0&feature=youtu.be 
[accessed 15 June 2018]. 
Video is 5:15.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  The 
story is of a Syrian defector from ISIS who joined as a teenager.  He tells of his experiences with the Cubs of 
the Caliphate.  This is one of the best videos for explaining the grooming practices of ISIS. 

ICSVE, “Joining the Cubs of the Caliphate,” International Center for the Study of Violent Extremism [15 
June 2018]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IdOXnxnLkp0&feature=youtu.be [accessed 16 June 
2018]. 
Video is 4:39.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  The 
story is of a Syrian defector from ISIS who joined as a teenager.  He tells of his experiences with the Cubs of 
the Caliphate and the connection between the cubs and foreign fighters. 

ICSVE, “Haram in the Islamic State,” International Center for the Study of Violent Extremism [15 June 
2018]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P0zyzizuoS8&feature=youtu.be [accessed 18 June 
2018]. 
Video is 4:36.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  The 
story is of a Syrian defector from ISIS who had been an ISIS commander. 

ICSVE, “The Call of Duty,” International Center for the Study of Violent Extremism [16 June 2018]. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=51uV_q4s598&feature=youtu.be [accessed 19 June 2018]. 
Video is 5:59.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  The 
story is of a Kosovar who joined the fight in Syria, but returned disaffected by the experience. 

ICSVE, “A Baghdad Bombing by the Islamic state,” International Center for the Study of Violent 
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Extremism [20 June 2018]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0HybMklYIkQ&feature=youtu.be 
[accessed 1 July 2018]. 
Video is 4:57.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  The 
story is of an Iraqi father who is imprisoned for supporting ISIS.  He now negatively reflects on his support of 
the group. 

ICSVE, “The Good Caliph of the Islamic State,” International Center for the Study of Violent Extremism 
[23 June 2018]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p8ZqswygSP8&feature=youtu.be [accessed 5 
July 2018]. 
Video is 2:49.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  The 
story is of a Syrian ISIS commander who defected to Turkey.  This counter narrative highlights the greed of ISIS 
leaders. 

ICSVE, “The Sword of the Islamic State,” International Center for the Study of Violent Extremism [3 July 
2018]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_EUcn9uHrOM&feature=youtu.be [accessed 4 July 
2018]. 
Video is 5:18.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  The 
story is of a Syrian ISIS commander who defected to Turkey.  He reflects on the deceit associated with ISIS 
motivations. 

ICSVE, “Following Shariah in the Islamic State,” International Center for the Study of Violent Extremism [3 
July 2018]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y8RIzuRPgpI&feature=youtu.be [accessed 9 July 
2018]. 
Video is 4:15.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  The 
story is of a Syrian ISIS commander who defected to Turkey.  He discusses the failure to follow shariah with 
specific example of adultery. 

ICSVE, “The Long Arm of the Islamic State,” International Center for the Study of Violent Extremism [6 
July 2018]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U7uDhtK0DDU&feature=youtu.be [accessed 9 July 
2018]. 
Video is 5:19.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  The 
story is of a Syrian ISIS commander who defected to Turkey and his concerns about the ability of ISIS assassins 
to reach him and his family. 

ICSVE, “Making Money in the Islamic State,” International Center for the Study of Violent Extremism [5 
July 2018]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BfuZzCQOCSw&feature=youtu.be [accessed 15 July 
2018]. 
Video is 3:43.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  The 
story is of a Syrian ISIS commander who defected to Turkey and his concerns about the hypocrisy of ISIS to 
deal with the Syrian regime to gain money through selling grain and other business practices. 

ICSVE, “Surviving in the Islamic State Caliphate,” International Center for the Study of Violent Extremism 
[15 July 2018]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O4L6VmrlRx8&feature=youtu.be [accessed 17 
July 2018]. 
Video is 3:24.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  The 
story is of a Syrian ISIS commander who defected to Turkey and his concerns about how ISIS manipulated 
basic subsistence item prices through inflated salaries to its own fighters.  This challenges the notion of ISIS as 
a benevolent state. 

ICSVE, “Swearing my Bayat to the Islamic State in a Time of Sectarianism,” International Center for the 
Study of Violent Extremism [19 July 2018]. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O4L6VmrlRx8&feature=youtu.be [accessed 17 July 2018]. 
Video is 3:09.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  The 
story is of an Iraqi ISIS member who explains that the argument for joining ISIS was based on sectarian fears 
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and the need to protect family and community. 

ICSVE, “Jihad is our Way,” International Center for the Study of Violent Extremism [28 July 2018]. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uQFJhnudftU&feature=youtu.be [accessed 31 July 2018]. 
Video is 3:22.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  The 
story is of a Kenyan who wanted to be a suicide bomber. 

ICSVE, “The Lion and the Lioness of the Islamic State,” International Center for the Study of Violent 
Extremism [28 July 2018]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2S0XrvNIhEg&list=PLqpy96DXqN-
dK01K_FikteDoSxScG_OT0&index=52&t=2s [accessed 2 August 2018]. 
Video is 4:56.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  The 
video “highlights the dangers of online radicalization and of developing relationships with violent extremists 
over the Internet.” 

ICSVE, “Alexis the Belgian Jihadist,” International Center for the Study of Violent Extremism [1 August 
2018]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ft8JcJmKYzc [accessed 7 August 2018]. 
Video is 6:07.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  The 
video interview is with a Belgian man who converted and was stopped from making it to Syria.  He still 
maintains strong opinions, but expresses that extremist videos have a dangerous impact. 

ICSVE, “You Must Join the Islamic State,” International Center for the Study of Violent Extremism [14 
August 2018]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gh9eaFwasms&index=52&list=PLqpy96DXqN-
dK01K_FikteDoSxScG_OT0 [accessed 18 August 2018]. 
Video is 4:12.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  The 
video interview is with an Iraqi who joined ISIS because of family pressure. 

ICSVE, “Swearing my Bayat to the Islamic State in Fallujah,” International Center for the Study of Violent 
Extremism [22 August 2018]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pI9hdDRDvGk [accessed 30 
August 2018]. 
Video is 3:59.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  The 
video interview is with an Iraqi who joined ISIS because of family pressure and his explanation of the influence 
of Camp Bucca as a developmental area for ISIS. 

ICSVE, “The People Live in Darkness,” International Center for the Study of Violent Extremism [12 
September 2018]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NyVdt1Jf8FI&feature=youtu.be [accessed 6 
February 2019]. 
Video is 2:42.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  The 
video interview is with an Syrian ISIS soldier discussing the nature of compelling young men to fight. 

ICSVE, “Striking It Rich in the Caliphate,” International Center for the Study of Violent Extremism [2 
October 2018]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FA4kaoEJb-Q&feature=youtu.be [accessed 17 
October 2018]. 
Video is 2:22.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  The 
video interview is with a former ISIS commander and addresses how ISIS coerced and extorted money. 

ICSVE, “A Belgian Serving the Islamic State in Syria,” International Center for the Study of Violent 
Extremism [2 October 2018]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iQ3FlCdC-oM&feature=youtu.be 
[accessed 17 October 2018]. 
Video is 5:46.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  The 
video interview is with a Belgian convert to Islam who traveled to Syria to fight against the Assad government. 

ICSVE 38, “Albanians in the Islamic State Caliphate,” International Center for the Study of Violent 
Extremism [12 January 2019]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z5nao8DZZIw&feature=youtu.be 
[accessed 28 March 2019]. 
Video is 1:27.  Abu Hilmi. A Kosovar national traveled to Syria because of the suffering witnessed in the 
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revolution against Bashar al-Assad. 

ICSVE 52, “The Abu Musab al Zarqawi Cubs of the Caliphate Camp,” International Center for the Study of 
Violent Extremism [18 September 2018]. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=op6SPsb38SI&feature=youtu.be [accessed 14 February 2019]. 
Video is 3:52.  Ibn Omar. This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic 
State.  The video interview is with a Syrian boy who was trained as a cub of the caliphate. 

ICSVE 56, “Escaping Jinn and the Islamic State,” International Center for the Study of Violent Extremism 
[27 October 2018]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q6-ym1TvL6Y&feature=youtu.be [accessed 
21 February 2019]. 
Video is 5:54.  Verdi Morava. This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the 
Islamic State.  The video interview is with an Albanian healer and imam who was prosecuted for terrorism and 
facilitating travel to Syria and ISIS. 

ICSVE 59, “Should I Join al Shabaab?” International Center for the Study of Violent Extremism [2 October 
2018]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SlxCvLxOYUo&feature=youtu.be [accessed 11 February 
2019]. 
Video is 4:08.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  The 
video interview is with a Kenyan woman whose husband joined al-Shabab and then was recruited by others to 
come to Somalia and join the group. 

ICSVE 60, “Islamic State Live-Streaming in Kosovo,” International Center for the Study of Violent 
Extremism [15 January 2019]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d-
Ct09gm7pQ&feature=youtu.be [accessed 11 February 2019]. 
Video is 6:09.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  The 
video interview is with a Kosovar man who traveled briefly to the Islamic States as a result of motivations 
created by images of Syrian suffering. 

ICSVE 61, “The Sabayah of the Islamic State,” International Center for the Study of Violent Extremism [28 
May 2018]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dqz9eY5Sd9c&feature=youtu.be [accessed 31 May 
2018]. 
Video is 3:56.  Ibn Ahmed. This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic 
State.  The story is of a Syrian man who joined ISIS after fighting in the Free Syrian Army.  He described the 
behavior of ISIS with respect to Yazidi women. 

ICSVE 62, “Listen to and Obey the Islamic State,” International Center for the Study of Violent Extremism 
[2 October 2018]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zm278YURq6M&feature=youtu.be [accessed 
13 February 2019]. 
Video is 4:29.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  The 
video interview is with a Syrian young man who joined ISIS and the comments include the brainwashing 
experienced by foreign fighters. 

ICSVE 63, “The Punishments of Islamic State,” International Center for the Study of Violent Extremism [2 
October 2018]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fMKwOpL7dHU&feature=youtu.be [accessed 
12 February 2019]. 
Video is 2:41.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  The 
video interview is with a Syrian young man who joined ISIS and the comments include the punishments he 
witnessed. 

ICSVE 64, “My Path Toward Jihad,” International Center for the Study of Violent Extremism [18 January 
2019]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hQEUSMk9L0U&feature=youtu.be [accessed 12 
February 2019]. 
Video is 2:38.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  The 
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video interview is with a Belgian who was recruited through internet videos. 

ICSVE, “Giving the Best of Syria to the Islamic State Caliphate,” International Center for the Study of 
Violent Extremism [14 October 2018]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mPbg_xM-
zwk&feature=youtu.be [accessed 17 October 2018]. 
Video is 2:59.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  The 
video interview is with a Syrian who joined ISIS because of the economic catastrophe that average people 
experienced prior to the rise of ISIS. 

ICSVE 67, “The Islamic State's Roundabout of Happiness in Raqqa,” International Center for the Study of 
Violent Extremism [14 October 2018]. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dar74u0QvSM&feature=youtu.be [accessed 6 February 2019]. 
Video is 3:50.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  The 
video interview is with a former ISIS soldier from Syria and his reaction to the punishments inflicted by ISIS in 
Raqqa. 

ICSVE 68, “A Scholar in the Islamic State Caliphate,” International Center for the Study of Violent 
Extremism [14 October 2018]. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=De9o4BQ0hRQ&feature=youtu.be [accessed 6 February 2019]. 
Video is 4:30.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  The 
video interview is with a Syrian who joined ISIS and became a member of the religious police. 

ICSVE 69, “Revenge in the Islamic State,” International Center for the Study of Violent Extremism [17 
January 2019]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TsU26WyVrkc&feature=youtu.be [accessed 13 
February 2019]. 
Video is 3:44.  Abu Valid. This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic 
State.  The video interview is with a Syrian who joined ISIS after supposedly being captured and tortured by 
them. 

ICSVE 72, “A Cub of the Caliphate's Jihad,” International Center for the Study of Violent Extremism [21 
January 2019]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D73ItroZOxk&feature=youtu.be [accessed 13 
February 2019]. 
Video is 2:27.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  The 
video interview is with a 15-year-old Syrian boy.  He discusses how boys are convinced to be suicide bombers. 

ICSVE 74, “It is Jihad,” International Center for the Study of Violent Extremism [10 September 2018]. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E1I98cD_lOg&feature=youtu.be [accessed 15 February 2019]. 
Video is 3:24.  Abu Taha. This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic 
State.  The video interview is with an Iraqi man from Mosul who joined ISIS and later felt that they were 
deceptive about who they were. 

ICSVE 75, “Dreams of Islamic State Bombings in Baghdad,” International Center for the Study of Violent 
Extremism [21 January 2019]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jAL8lB008Ro&feature=youtu.be 
[accessed 12 February 2019]. 
Video is 4:38.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  The 
video interview is with an Iraqi driver for ISIS. 

ICSVE 77, “A Belgian Family in the Islamic State,” International Center for the Study of Violent Extremism 
[21 September 2018]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=phZsHWBzcbE&feature=youtu.be 
[accessed 15 February 2019]. 
Video is 6:35.  Salma. This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  
The video interview is with a Belgian woman who followed her father to the Islamic State. 

ICSVE 78, “You should Fear Allah in the Islamic State,” International Center for the Study of Violent 
Extremism [22 January 2019]. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pGbGdG07XZo&feature=youtu.be [accessed 12 February 
2019]. 
Video is 5:14.  This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic State.  The 
video interview is with a Belgian woman and wife of an ISIS fighter. 

ICSVE 79, “Following my Father into the Islamic State Caliphate,” International Center for the Study of 
Violent Extremism [13 January 2019]. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pNxWgUGCUfk&feature=youtu.be [accessed 26 March 2019]. 
Video is 4:16.  Salma.  A 22 year old woman who followed her father to ISIS. 

ICSVE 83, “Making Hijrah to the Islamic State Caliphate,” International Center for the Study of Violent 
Extremism [16 January 2019]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1IcyUKmS7sk&feature=youtu.be 
[accessed 15 February 2019]. 
Video is 4:52.  Beatrice. This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic 
State.  The video interview is with a Belgian woman convert to Islam who traveled to ISIS territory to join the 
caliphate. 

ICSVE 105, “Applying the Law in the Islamic State Caliphate,” International Center for the Study of Violent 
Extremism [21 January 2019]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-3TVjO_nH2Y&feature=youtu.be 
[accessed 15 February 2019]. 
Video is 3:28.  Abu Qadir. This is produced by a group seeking to get out negative information on the Islamic 
State.  The video interview is with a Syrian man who expresses the hypocritical application of Islamic law in the 
caliphate. 

ICSVE 106, “Brothers of the Caliphate,” International Center for the Study of Violent Extremism [12 
January 2019]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-3TVjO_nH2Y&feature=youtu.be [accessed 15 
February 2019]. 
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fight, finish it up to the best of our ability, and then jump over and latch onto another chunk of the enemy and 
then chew him up.  You couldn’t get in to this area on the ground.  You just couldn’t make it and you couldn’t 
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