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Middle East:
Past is Prologue
Part 4 of 6

Agenda for Course

1. What is the Middle East?
Who are the Arabs?
What is the source and role of ideology?

2. Competing Promises and Inter-War Problems
3. World War II and the State of Israel
4. Islamism
5. America in the Middle East and Resolutions
6. The Management of Savagery and Conclusion
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Twenty Five + 1

Competing Promises
Hussein-McMahon Correspondence
Sykes-Picot Agreement
Balfour Declaration

Inter-war Problems
Dissolution of the Caliphate
Increased Jewish Immigration
Establishment of the Muslim Brotherhood
Arab Uprisings and the 1939 White Paper

“Solutions”
The Final Solution
The State Solution

The State of Israel and State Responses
1948 War and al-Nakba
Twin Pillars Policy
1967 War
1973 War and the Camp David Accords

Islamism
1979 Iranian Revolution
Birth of Hezbollah
Globalized Jihad and the birth of al-

Qaeda
Birth of Hamas
Intifadas

America in the Middle East
Operation Desert Storm
Al-Qaeda’s Declaration of War and 

GWOT

Resolutions
2006 Lebanon War
Mowing the Grass
Arab Spring
The Abraham Accords
ISIS and the Islamic Revolution

An Appropriate Theory for War
The Management of Savagery

Agenda for Today

• Sayyid Qutb

• Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO)

• 1979
– Islamic Revolution in Iran

– Egyptian-Israeli Peace Deal

– Soviet-Afghanistan Incursion

• Abdullah Azzam

• Osama bin Laden

• Hezbollah

• Intifada

• Hamas
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Salafi-Jihadi-Takfiri Ideology,
Evolution of

Ahmad ibn Hanbal
(780-855)

ISIS
(1999-Present)

Abu Mhmd al-Julani
(1974-Present)

Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi
(1971-Present)

Abū Ḥanīfa
(702-772)

Sufism or Taṣawwuf
(702-772)

Egypt

Mhmd Abduh
(1849-1905)

Jamal al-Din al-Afghani
(1837-1897)

Rashid Rida
(1865-1935)

Ottoman Caliphate
(1362-1924)

Abbasid Caliphate
Under Mamluk Rule

(1261-1517)

Shah Waliullah
(1703-1762)

Darul Uloom Deoband
(1867-Present)

Abu al-A’la Maududi
(1903-1979)

Taliban
(1994-Present)

Mullah Omar
(1960-2013)

Mughul Empire
(1526-1857)

Syed Ahmed of Rae Barelvi
(1786-1831)

Hassan al-Turabi
(1932-2016)

Mhmd ibn abd al-Wahhab
(1703-1792)

Ikhwan
(1802-1929)

Emirate of Diriyah
(First Saudi State)

(1744-1818)

Emirate of Nejd
(Second Saudi State)

(1824-1891)

Unification of Saudi Arabia
(1902-1932)

Abd al-Aziz ibn Baz
(1910-1999)

Ruhollah Khomeini
(1902-1989)

Hezbollah
(1982-Present)

Law

The Sack

Nation

Oil

Franchise

Freelance

Abbasid Caliphate
(750-1258)

South Asia

Arabia

Mhmd Ahmad
Mahdi of Sudan

(1844-1885)

Omar Abdel-Rahman
(1938-2017)

Mhmd Qutb
(1919-2014)

HAMAS
(1987-Present)

Ayman al-Zawahiri
(1951-Present)

al-Qaeda
(1988-Present)

Egyptian Islamic Jihad
(1980-2001)

Safavid Empire
(1500-1736)

Battle of Karbala
(680)

Husayn ibn Ali
(626-680)

Battle of Siffin
(657)

Sack of Baghdad
(1258)

Mongol Empire
(1206-1337)

Seizure of 
Grand Mosque

(1979)

Soviets in 
Afghanistan
(1979-1989)

Iranian 
Revolution

(1979)

Juhayman al-Otaybi
(1936-1980)

Oil Shock
(1973-1980)

Oil Shock
(2001-2008)

DESERT STORM
(1990-1991)

9/11
(2001)

Khawarij
(???-???)

Crusades
(1095-1291)

Abu Qatada al-Filistini
(1950-Present)

Mhmd abd al-Salam Farag
(1954-1982)

Yusuf al-Qaradawi
(1926-Present)

Abu Mhmd al-Maqdisi
(1959-Present)

Abdullah Azzam
(1941-1989)

Taqi al-Din Ahmad ibn Tamiyya
(1263-1328)

Abu Hamid Mhmd al-Ghazali
(1058-1111)

Sayyid Qutb
(1906-1966)

Abu Musab al-Suri
(1958-Present)

Abu Bakr Naji
(????-????)

Osama bin Laden
(1957-2011)

Abu Musab al-Zarqawi
(1966-2006)

World War I
(1914-1918) Dissolution of 

the Caliphate
(1924)

Six Day War
(1967)

Arab Spring
(2010-2011)

IRAQI FREEDOM
(2003-2011) Legend

Thinker (Sunni, Shia)
School of Thought
Doer
Organization (non-state, state)
Event (violent, oil)
Prison (was, violent death)
Most Critical

Muslim Brotherhood
(1928-Present)

Hassan al-Banna
(1906-1949)

Sayyid Qutb
(1906-1966)
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Sayyid Qutb
(1906-1966)

Key Dates
9 Oct 1906 Born
1939-1954 Ministry of Education
1948-1950 Studied in US
1954-1964 Imprisoned
1964-1965 Released
1965-1966 Re-imprisoned
29 Aug 1966 Executed

Notable Works
“The America that I Have Seen” (1950)
In the Shade of the Qur’an (1951-1965) – في ظِلالِ القرآن 
Milestones (1964) – معالم في الطريق

Major Contributions in Thinking
• Islam is in a state of ignorance similar to that 

experienced in the days before Mohamed
• The solutions for the problems in the Muslim world 

are contained in Islam
• The best qualified to rule are the best instructed in 

Islam
• Democracy is shirk
• Violence can and should be used to restore true 

Islam
• Rulers not following sharia are infidel and must be 

removed by violence, if necessary

Palestinian 
Liberation 

Organization 
(PLO)

7
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Destabilizing Influence
Number of 
refugees in 

2000

Number of 
refugees in 

1948

Number of 
depopulated 

villages
District

590,23190,50788Beersheba

127,83219,60231Beisan

26,1184,0056Jenin

790,365121,19659Haifa

149,93322,99116Hebron

635,21597,40564Ramle

340,72952,24878Safad

188,28528,87226Tiberias

71,94411,03218Tulkarm

306,75347,03830Acre

521,36079,94746Gaza

638,76997,95039Jerusalem

57,0368,7465Nazareth

803,610123,22725Jaffa

5,248,185804,766531Total
Demography of Palestine[44]

http://www.passia.org/maps/view/72

Palestinian Organizations
Present members include:
• Fatah – Largest faction, secular, left-wing nationalist.
• The Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) – Second largest, radical left 

militant and communist
• The Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine (DFLP) – Third largest, 

communist
• The Palestinian People's Party (PPP) – Ex-communist, Social Democratic, non-

militant
• The Palestine Liberation Front (PLF, Abu Abbas faction) – Minor left-wing faction
• The Arab Liberation Front (ALF) – Minor faction, aligned to the Iraqi Ba'ath Party
• As-Sa'iqa – Syrian-controlled Ba'athist faction
• The Palestine Democratic Union (Fida) – Minor democratic socialist, 2 state 

solution, non militant faction
• The Palestinian Popular Struggle Front (PPSF, Samir Ghawsha faction) – minor 

socialist faction
• The Palestinian Arab Front (PAF) – minor pro-Fatah, former Iraqi Ba'athists faction
Former member groups of the PLO include:
• The Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine - General Command (PFLP-GC)
Not a Member
• Hamas ( الاسلاميةالمقاومةحركة Islamic Resistance Movement)

9
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1. Jerusalem/ 
Cairo      
1964-1967

2. Amman        
1967-1970

3. Beirut          
1970-1982

4. Ram Allah     
1991-Present

Movement of PLO Headquarters
3. Tunis           

1982-1991

Battle of Karamah
21 March 1968
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1979

The Importance of the Middle East 
to the US is a Recent Phenomena 

– About 40 Years

My Restatement
Before [1979] almost every 
American military casualty 
happened outside the Middle 
East.  Since [1979], almost 
every American military 
casualty happened inside the 
Greater Middle East.
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1979

1979

President of Pakistan
Islamist
Predecessor (Zulfikar Ali 

Bhutto) executed on this 
date

Critical to the transfer of 
U.S. funding to Islamist 
mujahideen fighting in 
Afghanistan

President of Iraq
Formally replaced his 

predecessor (Ahmed 
Hassan al-Bakr) on this 
date

Responsible for initiating 
the Iran-Iraq War

Attorney general of Sudan
Islamist
Connected to Osama bin 

Laden while he was in 
Sudan (1991-1996)

15
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1979

Islamists from the KSA attacked 
the government of the KSA

Transformed the relationship 
between the U.S. and Iran from 
possible partners to persistent 
opponents and enemies

Islamic New Year: 1 Muharram 1400 
(21 November 1979)

1979

17
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1980 1982 1984 1986 1988 1990 1992 1994 1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 201019701960195040 20

Desert One

US Hostages in Lebanon

Iran-CONTRA

JCPOA (2015)

1979

Iran-Iraq War

Pres Carter Visit
Twin Pillars

1953
Coup 
against 
PM

1941
Coup 
against 
Shah

1979

ODS

Lebanese Civil War

Operation Enduring Freedom (Afghanistan)

Operation Iraqi Freedom

al-Qaeda

ISIS

Israel in Lebanon

Supreme Leader Ruhollah KhomeiniExiled

Rapid Deployment 
Joint Task Force 

(RDJTF) USCENTCOM

Ali KhameneiSupreme Leader

IRGC

Embassy Attack / Hostages
Quds Force

Qassim Soleimani

USSOCOM

JSOC
SFOD-D

SEAL Tm 6

White Rev.

Oslo Peace Accords

19561948 1967 1973 2006

OBL Raid

Taliban

9/11

HAMAS

Hezbollah

Iran Air 655

1979

US Security Commitments
1939 – 1979 – 2019

Countries with whom the US has an alliance, bilateral 
defense agreement, significant security cooperation, or 

major military installations.
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US in the Middle East

1980 1982 1984 1986 1988 1990 1992 1994 1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 201019701960195040 20

Desert One

US Hostages in Lebanon

Iran-CONTRA

JCPOA (2015)

1979

Iran-Iraq War

Pres Carter Visit
Twin Pillars

1953
Coup 
against 
PM

1941
Coup 
against 
Shah

1979

ODS

Lebanese Civil War

Operation Enduring Freedom (Afghanistan)

Operation Iraqi Freedom

al-Qaeda

ISIS

Israel in Lebanon

Supreme Leader Ruhollah KhomeiniExiled

Rapid Deployment 
Joint Task Force 

(RDJTF) USCENTCOM

Ali KhameneiSupreme Leader

IRGC

Embassy Attack / Hostages
Quds Force

Qassim Soleimani

USSOCOM

JSOC
SFOD-D

SEAL Tm 6

White Rev.

Oslo Peace Accords

19561948 1967 1973 2006

OBL Raid

Taliban

9/11

HAMAS

Hezbollah

Iran Air 655

1979
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Transformed Relations and Doctrines
1. From Twin Pillars to Oppositional
2. Secular Rule to Vilayat al-Faqih

Persian Corridor

“It has been estimated 
that American deliveries 
through the Persian 
Corridor to the USSR 
were sufficient, by U.S. 
Army standards, to 
maintain sixty combat 
divisions in the line.”

T. H. Vail Motter. United States Army in World War II: The Middle East Theater: The Persian 
Corridor and Aid to Russia. Washington DC: Center of Military History, United States 
Army, 2000, 6.

23
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Persian Corridor

Lend Lease to USSR (long tons)

Total 17,499,861
Persian Corridor 4,159,117 23.8%
Soviet Far East 8,243,397 47.1%
North Russia 3,964,231 22.7%
Black Sea 680,723 3.9%
Soviet Arctic 452,393 2.5%

Stuff to USSR 
through the 

Persian Corridor
Vessels 646
Aircraft 39,645
Combat Vehicles 70,407
Trucks 873,846

Brought in whole, or
Assembled in country, or
Manufactured in country

Transformed the character of regional wars
• From: State v State
• To: State v Non-State

25

26



UMKC SPARK - Middle East-Past is Prologue 
(3)

31 January 2024

14

Political Changes
Elections for the 7th Knesset

28 October 1969

+/–Seats%VotesChairmanParty

+115646.2%632,035Golda MeirAlignment

02621.7%296,294Menachem BeginGahal

+1129.7%133,238Haim-Moshe ShapiraNational Religious Party

Elections for the 8th Knesset

31 December 1973

+/–Seats%VotesChairmanParty

-55139.6%621,183Golda MeirAlignment

+133930.2%473,309Menachem BeginLikud

-2108.3%130,349Zevulun HammerNational Religious Party

Elections for the 9th Knesset

17 May 1977

+/–Seats%VotesChairmanParty

+44333.4%583,968Menachem BeginLikud

-193224.6%430,023Shimon PeresAlignment

1511.6%202,265Yigael YadinDash

+2129.2%160,787Zevulun HammerNational Religious Party

Camp David

Anwar Sadat speaks in the Knesset
20 November 1977

27
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Master Narratives
another way to look at this

1. The Pharoah

2. The Jahiliyah

3. The Battle of Badr

4. The Hypocrites

5. The Battle of Khaybar

6. The Battle of Karbala

7. The Mahdi

8. The Infidel Invaders

9. Shaytan’s Handiwork

10. 1924

11. The Nakba

12. 72 Virgins

Arrogant tyrant rejects word of God

Muslims are in a state of ignorance

Muslims can overcome any odds

Insiders are a threat

Jews are oathbreakers

Better to die than to live under tyranny

Pave the way

Crusaders and Mongols

Vices and Temptations

No longer unity

Catastrophe to be rectified

Rewards for the righteous
2011

Assassination
6 October 1981

29
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Aftermath

Israel’s Wars

1920 - 1947 Zionist Insurgency

1947 - 1948 War of Independence

1956 Suez War

1967 Six-Day War

1973 Yom Kippur War

1982 Operation Peace for Galilee

1987 First Intifadah

2000 Second Intifadah

2006 Israel-Hezbollah War

2008 - 2009 Operation Cast Lead

2012 Operation Pillar of Defense

2014 Operation Protective Edge

Occupation of 
Southern Lebanon

Non-State vs. State

State vs. State

State vs. Non-State

Hybrid

Hybrid

2022 Operation Breaking Dawn
2023-2024 Israel-Hamas War

31
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Introduced Two Critical Doctrines
1. Carter Doctrine
2. Redefinition of Jihad

Carter Doctrine
State of the Union Address – 23 January 1980

• Excerpt

• Let our position be absolutely clear: An 
attempt by any outside force to gain control of 
the Persian Gulf region will be regarded as an 
assault on the vital interests of the United 
States of America, and such an assault will be 
repelled by any means necessary, including 
military force.

33
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Carter Doctrine
State of the Union Address – 23 January 1980

• Longer Excerpt
• The region which is now threatened by Soviet troops in Afghanistan is of great 

strategic importance: It contains more than two-thirds of the world's exportable 
oil. The Soviet effort to dominate Afghanistan has brought Soviet military forces to 
within 300 miles of the Indian Ocean and close to the Straits of Hormuz, a 
waterway through which most of the world's oil must flow. The Soviet Union is 
now attempting to consolidate a strategic position, therefore, that poses a grave 
threat to the free movement of Middle East oil.
This situation demands careful thought, steady nerves, and resolute action, not 
only for this year but for many years to come. It demands collective efforts to meet 
this new threat to security in the Persian Gulf and in Southwest Asia. It demands 
the participation of all those who rely on oil from the Middle East and who are 
concerned with global peace and stability. And it demands consultation and close 
cooperation with countries in the area which might be threatened.
Meeting this challenge will take national will, diplomatic and political wisdom, 
economic sacrifice, and, of course, military capability. We must call on the best 
that is in us to preserve the security of this crucial region.
Let our position be absolutely clear: An attempt by any outside force to gain 
control of the Persian Gulf region will be regarded as an assault on the vital 
interests of the United States of America, and such an assault will be repelled by 
any means necessary, including military force.

Abdullah Azzam
(1941-1989)

35
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Abdullah Yusuf Azzam 

(1941-1989)

• Born Silat al-Harithiya, Palestine

• Died Peshawar, Pakistan

• Founded The Services Bureau مكتب الخدمات and al-Qaeda

• Academic Career
Late 1950s Elementary School Teacher, Jordan, West Bank

1966 BA in Sharia, University of Damascus

MA in Sharia, al-Azhar University, Cairo

1973 PhD in Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence, al-Azhar University, Cairo

Mid-1970s Lecturer at  King Abdul Aziz University in Jeddah

1980 Teacher at International Islamic University, Islamabad

• Published Books
Defence of the Muslim Lands: The First Obligation after Faith (1984)

Join the Caravan (1987)

The Lofty Mountain

The Signs of The Merciful in the Jihad of the Afghan

Lovers of the Paradise Maidens 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abdullah_Yusuf_Azzam#/media/File:Abdullah_Azzam.jpg

https://twitter.com/ibnsiqilli/status/937932698345246720

Major Contributions in Thinking
• J: Redefined jihad as entirely militant and necessary
• J: A requirement for all Muslims – the global 

message.

Super Power

All Muslims

Islam = submission to the will of God
Muslim = one who has submitted to the will of God

Azzam’s Logic for Jihad Being a 
Requirement for All Muslims
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Osama bin Laden
(1957-2011)

Osama bin Laden 
(1957-2011)

• Family
– Married five to six times. – Between 20-26 children

• Chronology
– 1969: Father died in a helicopter crash – 1984: Traveled to Afghanistan
– 1988: Founded Al-Qaeda (the base) – 1992: Returned to Saudi Arabia and then 

expelled
– 1999: Placed on FBI "10 most wanted" list – 2002: Variously reported to be in 

Afghanistan, Iran, Pakistan - or dead
– 2011: Killed in Abbottabad, Pakistan

• Significance:
– He is the face for turning terrorism into global jihad
– Promoted the use of violence as a means to generate interest and effort among Sunni 

Muslims to organically create a new manifestation of the Caliphate
– Used financing, education, and purpose to generate the single most effective terrorist 

organization until his time – took terrorism from single acts to generate public attention to 
massive attacks to generate a sense of purpose and possibility

• So What:
– Combined the ideas of others with money to generate the single largest non-state terrorist 

attack in human history
– He created, funded, and exported the idea of franchise terrorism

Major Contributions in Thinking
• U.S. is inherently weak
• Three Big Ideas

1. Need to fight America
2. Beat America through economy
3. Fight America to overthrow local governments

• Initially, drive the U.S. out – then drag the U.S. in
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Near Enemy Far Enemyto

Egypt (local regimes)
Israel
Britain
France
United States
USSR

Israel 
USSR
United States
Local Regimes
The West

United States
Israel
Local Regimes
The West
USSR

Sayyid Qutb Abdullah Azzam Osama bin Laden

Two Helicopters + Beirut

22 Gia Long Street, Saigon, South Vietnam 
29 April 1975

Near Hawladaag Road, Mogadishu, Somalia 
3 October 1993

US Embassy Bombed 
18 April 1983

63 dead
120 injured

US Embassy Bombed 
20 September 1984

24 dead
90 injured

Marine Barracks in Beirut after 
Bombing

23 October 1983
307 dead

150 injured

US withdrew Marines
26 February 1984

41
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Hezbollah

Lebanon 
Complexity

Today

43
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Religious 
Distribution in 
Lebanon 1982

Who are

• Maronites

• Phalangites

• Druze

Confessional 
Divisions

Lebanese Civil War 1975-1980

45
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What was the status of the 
PLO in Southern Lebanon?

PLO

Marine Corps Barracks and 
Embassy Bombings

23 October 1983
23 October 1983

18 April 1983 20 September 1984

47
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Hezbollah

Hezbollah
Changes in the 

Narrative Space

49
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Qana, Lebanon
30 July 2006

Lebanon
and the 

Middle East

Hezbollah and Maneuver in the Narrative Space
• Hezbollah defeated Israel twice

o 1982-2000
o 2006

• Hezbollah is a product of narrative space shifts in the terrain
• Hezbollah has changed

o resistance
o social network
o political party
o invader and occupier
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Lebanon

Jebel 
Amal

http://www.panoramio.com/photo/48588896

Battle of Karbala
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Mohammad Mahdi Shams al-Din
(1936-2001)

Hassan Nasrallah
(1960-present)

Thought 
Leaders

Musa al-Sadr
(1928-1978)

Mohammad Hussein Fadlallah
(1935-2010)

Ashura 1983 - Nabatiya

https://now.mmedia.me/lb/en/reportsfeatures/566138-the-politics-of-ashura-in-nabatieh
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2006 Lebanon War

Qana, Lebanon
30 July 2006

INS Hanit
14 July 2006

Narrative Space Changed
Hezbollah is Winning

From Here (1950s)

To Here (2010s)
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Intifada

UN General Assembly Resolution 3379
Recalling its resolution 1904 (XVIII) of 20 November 1963, proclaiming the United Nations 
Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, and in particular its affirmation 
that "any doctrine of racial differentiation or superiority is scientifically false, morally condemnable, 
socially unjust and dangerous" and its expression of alarm at "the manifestations of racial 
discrimination still in evidence in some areas in the world, some of which are imposed by certain 
Governments by means of legislative, administrative or other measures",

Recalling also that, in its resolution 3151 G (XXVIII) of 14 December 1973, the General Assembly 
condemned, inter alia, the unholy alliance between South African racism and zionism,

Taking note of the Declaration of Mexico … from 19 June to 2 July 1975, which promulgated the 
principle that "international co-operation and peace require the achievement of national liberation 
and independence, the elimination of colonialism and neo-colonialism, foreign occupation, zionism, 
apartheid and racial discrimination in all its forms, as well as the recognition of the dignity of peoples 
and their right to self-determination",

Taking note also of resolution 77 (XII) adopted by the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of 
the Organization of African Unity … from 28 July to 1 August 1975, which considered "that the racist 
regime in occupied Palestine and the racist regime in Zimbabwe and South Africa have a common 
imperialist origin, forming a whole and having the same racist structure and being organically linked 
in their policy aimed at repression of the dignity and integrity of the human being",

Taking note also of the Political Declaration and Strategy to Strengthen International Peace and 
Security and to Intensify Solidarity and Mutual Assistance among Non-Aligned Countries … from 25 
to 30 August 1975, which most severely condemned zionism as a threat to world peace and security 
and called upon all countries to oppose this racist and imperialist ideology,

Determines that Zionism is a form of racism and racial discrimination.
The determination that "Zionism is a form of racism and racial discrimination", contained in the resolution, was revoked in 1991 with UN General Assembly Resolution 46/86.
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Israel’s Wars

1920 - 1947 Zionist Insurgency

1947 - 1948 War of Independence

1956 Suez War

1967 Six-Day War

1973 Yom Kippur War

1982 Operation Peace for Galilee

1987 First Intifadah

2000 Second Intifadah

2006 Israel-Hezbollah War

2008 - 2009 Operation Cast Lead

2012 Operation Pillar of Defense

2014 Operation Protective Edge

Occupation of 
Southern Lebanon

Non-State vs. State

State vs. State

State vs. Non-State

Hybrid

Hybrid

2022 Operation Breaking Dawn
2023-2024 Israel-Hamas War

First Intifada – 1987-1993
انتفاضة
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Second Intifada – 2000-2005 
انتفاضة الاقصى

Hamas
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Hamas
Hamas has published two charters in 1988 and 2017.
Quote below from the 2017 charter.

Preamble
Palestine is the land of the Arab Palestinian people, from it they originate, to it they adhere 
and belong, and about it they reach out and communicate.
Palestine is a land whose status has been elevated by Islam, a faith that holds it in high 
esteem, that breathes through it its spirit and just values and that lays the foundation for 
the doctrine of defending and protecting it.
Palestine is the cause of a people who have been let down by a world that fails to secure 
their rights and restore to them what has been usurped from them, a people whose land 
continues to suffer one of the worst types of occupation in this world.
Palestine is a land that was seized by a racist, anti-human and colonial Zionist project that 
was founded on a false promise (the Balfour Declaration), on recognition of a usurping 
entity and on imposing a fait accompli by force.
Palestine symbolises the resistance that shall continue until liberation is accomplished, 
until the return is fulfilled and until a fully sovereign state is established with 
Jerusalem as its capital.
Palestine is the true partnership among Palestinians of all affiliations for the sublime 
objective of liberation.
Palestine is the spirit of the Ummah and its central cause; it is the soul of humanity and its 
living conscience.

https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/hamas-2017-document-full
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