
Commentator’s Note: The translation is by Aymenn Jawad Al-Tamimi.  Original links precede each 
separate article.  The notes in orange text are intended to illuminate linguistic issues or the operational 
or tactical strategy.  All such comments are set within brackets [ ] to make clear what comes from the 
commentator and what is from the writer or the translator.  Definitional meanings come from The Hans 
Wehr Dictionary of Modern Written Arabic. 

In many ways this set of articles is similar to Robert Roger’s 28 “Rules of Ranging” from the Ranger 
Handbook.  These are suggestions for how to conduct operations rather than requirements.  They are 
informative.  Our opponent has regularly told us what he wanted to do or how he planned to do it.  This 
is no different.  It is worth a read. 
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Islamic State Insurgent Tactics: Translation and Analysis 
by Aymenn Jawad Al-Tamimi  •  Apr 26, 2019 at 4:09 pm 

It has become a cliché that the Islamic State lives on as an insurgency following the loss of its formal 
control and governance of territory in Iraq and Syria (in jihadi terms, the loss of tamkin [variety of 
meanings include: strengthening, consolidation, cementation; deepening, intensification; fixation, 
establishment; enabling, enablement, capacitation; livery of seizin (convey holdings of property), 
investiture (Islamic Law)]). But what exactly are the insurgent tactics pursued following the collapse of 
the state project? An article in this week's issue of the Islamic State's al-Naba' newsletter provides some 
insight into this question. I have translated this article in full for the reader. 

In sum, the article, which is intended to be the first in a series, emphasizes that the methods being 
pursued are not new and are also utilized in areas as diverse as Iraq, Libya and West Africa. The general 
approach highlighted in this article is one of taking temporary control of an area and realizing specific 
aims in that area (e.g. the aims might be taking out certain wanted targets, seizing some weapons and 
resources, destroying immovable enemy property and wealth etc.). The area in question might be a 
single village, a locality, part of a town or even a whole town, depending on the circumstances. The 
precise means and extent of the expeditions can also vary according to circumstances: for example, the 
Islamic State fighters might use the cover of enemy forces (as they did in the Haditha assault in western 
Iraq in March 2012 mentioned in the article, when the Islamic State of Iraq fighters were wearing SWAT 
uniforms). 

The article emphasizes that a key feature of these expeditions is to avoid entering into a decisive battle 
of confrontation with the enemy forces that could result in the Islamic State fighters being surrounded 
and killed. Further, it is possible during the expedition itself that the scope may be broadened if an 
opportunity is perceived in the rapid collapse of the enemy. Interestingly, article gives the example of 
the assault on Mosul in 2014 as a case of broadening the assault during the operation even though the 
article makes clear it is not of the same type of operations as detailed in the article. That is, the Mosul 
assault in 2014 was about taking over territory to administer it and not merely seizing territory on a 
temporary basis for specific aims beneath the level of tamkin. According to the article, as the Iraqi forces 
collapsed so rapidly, a decision was taken to broaden the assault to the east side of the city and pursue 
the fleeing remnants of the Iraqi forces. 

Below is the article translated in full with the original text. 
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Bringing Down the Towns Temporarily as a Method of 
Operation for the Mujahideen (1) 
Definition 

Recently there have been multiple expeditions by the mujahideen of the Islamic State- for which God 
Almighty granted them success- against villages and localities in different areas, during which the 
mujahideen managed to take them over temporarily, in order to realize aims defined beforehand, then 
withdraw from the area, before the enemy forces manage to reach them in order to rescue their 
soldiers or supporters. 

And we have seen the likes of these operations in Libya, West Africa and Iraq in particular. And this 
method is not new, as the mujahideen have always used it in times when there is no tamkin 
[consolidation, as in consolidation of gains]. And it will remain as a very powerful method in the hand of 
the mujahideen in the times of guerrilla warfare that they wage against the disbelievers and apostates, 
preparing the way for lasting control of the land and entering the war of frontlines to defend them on 
necessity. 

Description of the Method 

[When the mujahideen are external to an area.] 

And this method relies on surprising the enemy forces in weak areas, in which the mujahideen can be 
secure in their superiority in force, and assaulting a village or more or one of the localities or towns, 
according to the strength of the mujahideen. From there they strike or neutralize the force of the enemy 
inside it, thereby allowing the mujahideen to move about inside the area freely, and realize their aims 
from the expedition in a matter of a few hours. Then they withdraw from the attack site, while avoiding 
entrance into a decisive battle against the enemy, and trying to avoid losses in the ranks of the 
mujahideen as far as possible. 

As for the means of implementing and likewise the extent of time and place, they are things that differ 
according to the nature of the area and the state of the enemy in it from the aspect of alertness, force, 
distribution and ability to respond and the state of the mujahideen from the aspect of material and 
manpower capabilities and skills in planning and implementation, and likewise these things are subject 
to the state that the conflict has reached between the mujahideen and their enemies. 

Appearing and Disappearing 

[When the mujahideen are internal to an area.] 

From the aspect of means, we have found the following regarding the mujahideen in the first periods of 
guerrilla warfare, in which they have no region suitable as a launch point for attacks or secure enough to 
rely on. They come out to the streets in specific times, and they are armed with what weapons they 
have that they can conceal after the end of their work, masked and only wearing the clothes that 
resemble the clothes of the people of the region, in order to facilitate being concealed for them when 
they need that, so they spread about in the region, and seize it entirely or in part for a few hours, and 
they implement the aim of their spreading. Then and when they encounter the order to withdraw, they 
begin to disappear and melt away, without their enemy finding traces of them subsequently. 

So this method can be implemented by the mujahideen when they have force inside the area, and it is 
possible for them to be concealed after ending the task and fulfilling its aims immediately, without being 
exposed to the danger of assault and arrest by the enemy that may undertake big sweeping campaigns 



as soon as the mujahideen withdraw from it in order to find the mujahideen who carry out the 
temporary seizure of the area. 

Infiltration, Camouflage and Breaking 

And likewise we have seen them in some cases infiltration during the night into the areas in which the 
enemy presence is weak, and especially in the isolated rural areas so that they may sweep through one 
of the villages with a small number of the mujahideen, in order to arrest the wanted, seize wealth of the 
apostates or destroy it, then retreat from the area after they realize their aims, without leaving traces 
that enable the enemy forces to track them and arrest them. Implementing this may mean that the 
mujahideen show themselves, or they take from the appearance of the enemy itself a cover for them. 

And we saw in the famous Haditha expedition that was documented in the release Salil al-Sawarim 2 
how they assaulted the town from its entrances in the cover of the apostate SWAT forces, and they 
seized most of its parts, as they realized in it a number of the aims, before withdrawing from them to 
the desert in a matter of hours. 

In addition in some instances they have embarked on breaking the strong lines of resistance around the 
towns and countrysides, and entering them by force, in order to strike points of the enemy inside them, 
and thus seizing the area in the shade of the confrontation that may wound the enemy, then 
withdrawing before the enemy should regain its awareness and reorganize its ranks or bring auxiliary 
forces from outside its area to regain control. 

Security Assaults 

[Early Islamic military successes of the 7th century were accomplished through moving into Persian or 
Roman lands from the desert and, if challenged by strong forces, fleeing back to the desert.  In this way, 
these early Muslim armies have been described as acting like navies in that they could attack from the 
desert as they chose and when they chose and deny battle in a similar manner.  Here one can see the 
same logic being extolled.] 

And in other instances the mujahideen's assaults on regions take the form of assaults that the police or 
security apparatuses carry out, when the enemy's defences in the area are very weak or not present, 
which facilitates the mujahideen's entrance into the area and moving about in it with freedom during 
specific hours, and implementing all their aims without great resistance from the apostates, then 
withdrawing to where they came from before the active enemy forces manage to arrive at the area, if 
there is in their intention to be present from the outset. 

And this is what we have seen in the attacks of the brothers in Libya on isolated localities in the areas of 
south Libya, in which only light clashes occur with some of the men of the police and security, ending in 
their killing and seizing their bases. Then there is the space to assault what remains of the apostates in 
the area inside their homes in order to arrest or kill them, and likewise taking all that one can from 
spoils, and destroying the wealth of the apostates that cannot be moved, then returning to the desert 
again, to strike another area, or returning to strike the area itself in the event that the mujahideen want 
to do that and the capabilities have been possible for them. 

Extent of the Expedition 

[Timing and target location selection] 

As for the time extent of the expedition, by this is meant the period of the mujahideen's seizure of the 
area after assaulting it: this depends on the force of the mujahideen and the force of their enemy, for 
the timeframe may be very narrow [burst operations as discussed in Armed Conflict: the Lessons of 
Modern Warfare] before large enemy forces are present, and they try to surround the brothers and 



force them to enter into a battle of mutual confrontation that is not in the interest of the mujahideen. 
And this matter may be drawn out especially in the isolated areas that the enemy forces will be delayed 
in reaching, and the choice may be in the hands of the mujahideen entirely if they are convinced that 
there is no possibility for the enemy's land forces to reach the place, even as the aircraft may intervene 
in the event that the mujahideen remain in it, while remaining in it is not in their planning, as the matter 
depends on their aim. 

And likewise the extent of place for the expedition depends on the outset on the capability of the 
mujahideen to spread and cover the wide spaces, and thus the extent of the raids vary between a small 
village or locality or neighbourhood of a town or an entire town. 

Likewise the extent may change during the expedition, according to the degree of the resistance of the 
enemy and the speed of the advance of the mujahideen, as the amir may think in all probability that the 
rapid collapse of the enemy will help to realize a greater advance, with a weak possibility of the 
existence of an allurement plan on the part of the enemy, along with the existence of the safe path for 
withdrawal and preventing encirclement. [Note the freedom of decision making given to local 
commanders to expand or contract the mission parameters as needed to take advantage of 
opportunities or to prevent serious loss.] 

And we can give an example of that in what happened in the city of Mosul, despite the fact that the aim 
of attacking it was to seize it and not only to strike the enemy inside it and then withdraw. The point is 
that the collapse of the Rafidite army and the security forces led to the mujahideen immediately 
adopting the decision to broaden the assault to include the left side of the city then catch the fleeing 
remnants of the enemy. [This statement supports earlier claims that ISIS initially went in to Mosul for a 
prison break only to expand the scope of their operation as opportunities arose.  Even if the prison 
break story is inaccurate, the original author admits that Mosul was an expanded operation based off 
opportunities as they were presented during the fighting.] 

So thus it may be that the original aim of the mujahideen is to isolate a part of the city and seize it 
temporarily to implement some of the aims, but they find during the operation to assault the 
neighbourhood that the enemy has collapsed in adjacent neighbourhoods or has withdrawn from the 
city entirely. The mujahideen thus have the power to broaden the extent of the assault, take advantage 
of the element of surprise and confusion in the enemy ranks, and invest the time that the enemy will 
need before organizing its ranks to counterattack in an operation to seize temporarily the entire areas 
from which the enemy has withdrawn. Thus the most that can be achieved of aims will be realized in 
those places, before withdrawing from them to avoid entering into a battle of confrontation with the 
advancing enemy forces to regain control of the situation. [This section is an excellent example of the US 
Army concept of mission command – disciplined initiative based off a common understanding of 
objectives and trust between levels of command.] 

And we will explore in the coming article, by God's permission, the aims of this type of rapid assaults, so 
that their great benefit for the mujahideen may become clear in that, while noting some of the 
appropriate examples for that purpose. And praise be to God the Lord of the Worlds. 

---------------------------- 
NB: This post resulted from a query by Dr. Jonathan Spyer about the al-Naba' article. 
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Islamic State Insurgent Tactics: Translation and Analysis 
(II) 
by Aymenn Jawad Al-Tamimi  •  May 17, 2019 at 1:52 pm 

In a previous post I provided a translation and analysis of the first article in a series in the Islamic State's 
al-Naba' newsletter that discusses the group's insurgent tactic of temporarily taking control of areas. 
That first article emphasized the point that the guerrilla forces of the Islamic State, in pursuing this 
tactic, would not seek to enter into a decisive confrontation with enemy forces. This second article in 
the series discusses in-depth the goals of these expeditions. In summary, the objectives can be as 
follows: 

- Inflicting damage on the enemy (nikaya) while also taking necessary war spoils (ghanima) for the 
mujahideen to continue their operations. 
- Freeing prisoners by various means, including launching raids to destroy documentation that might 
incriminate prisoners, thus their release is secured through the courts for lack of evidence. 
- Harassing the enemy whereby they may send reinforcements to an area under attack but the Islamic 
State fighters will have laid ambushes and IEDs for the reinforcement convoys. 
- Forcing the enemy to concentrate large forces in certain areas, preventing them from utilizing their full 
force to attack the mujahideen. 
- Demonstrate the strength of the mujahideen and perhaps force the 'hypocrites' and apostates to 
abandon their support for the idolatrous tyrants (Tawagheet) and repent. Those hypocrites and 
apostates may be deterred from joining the ranks of the enemy army in certain areas, while Muslims 
feel more confident to join and support the mujahideen. 
- The enemy can gradually be broken down allowing the mujahideen to secure tamkeen (control/being 
enabled) in certain places. At first the enemy will try to secure all areas, then be forced to protect more 
vital ones while losing complete control over others (e.g. granting Islamic State effective control of 
certain places by night), paving the way for tamkeen. 

Below is the article translated in full with the original text. 
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Bringing down the towns temporarily as a method of 
operation for the mujahideen 2 
Aims 

There are numerous aims of the mujahideen from using this method (tactics) in their long-term war 
against the disbelievers, and especially in the stage of fighting in the form of guerrilla groups preceding 
tamkeen [recommend seeing this as similar to the US Army doctrinal concept of consolidation of gains]. 
Among the aims is what is directly achieved during the hours of the expedition, and what is achieved in 
the medium and long term, and especially with the repetition of this method multiple times, and the 
distribution of attacks over wide areas. 

Nikaya and ghanima 

Among the most important direct aims is inflicting nikaya [damage] on the enemy and their supporters 
through taking them prisoner, killing them and seizing or burning their wealth, and that is in order to 
weaken their force and push them to abandon fighting the mujahideen and so that the apostates may 
repent from their apostasy. [Nikaya can be translated as damage, but it has other meanings that may 
help to illuminate what is meant by damage: wrong, harm, damage, prejudice; vexation, annoyance, 
grievance, offense, outrage, chicanery.  In this context, the meaning is one of damage to achieve a 
desired end – forcing an intended conduct by the enemy.  This isn’t destruction for the sake of 
destruction, but rather to achieve a purpose.] 

Also among the aims to take the wealth of the disbelievers in booty and spoils, and secure the needs of 
the mujahideen in weapons, ammunition, fuel, vehicles, food, medicine and wealth and other things. 
This is especially so when it is difficult to secure these needs on the account of the weakness of their 
own hand or because their enemies have imposed the siege on them. In such a case getting provisions 
for oneself from the enemy and their supporters is the best and most blessed means by the permission 
of God Almighty. 

Freeing prisoners 

Among the aims also is to free the prisoners of the Muslims who are held in the prisons of the enemy or 
their stations and security centres: through assaulting them, breaking their walls [This was a name of 
ISIS operations in 2012 and 2013 to free prisoners in Iraq.] and breaking their locks, or taking prisoner a 
number of the leaders of the enemy and their soldiers and supporters, which can allow for the ransom 
of prisoners through them. Or the means might even consist of destroying the documents that condemn 
them and are present in the security centres or courts of the Taghut [Meaning: tyrant, oppressor, 
despot, bully, brute, gorilla], which will facilitate- by the permission of God Almighty- the closing of the 
open cases for them in those courts, on account of the lack of evidence against them. 

Harassment 

[This is advocacy for a strategy of exhaustion through attrition.  Attack enough places and ambush 
enough relief columns and then the enemy will be exhausted of morale and simply quit the fight.] 

And likewise the aim from assaulting a village or locality and assaulting the enemy in it is to harass the 
enemy into sending forces from neighbouring regions to save their soldiers who seek help from them, 
while there will lie in wait for the reinforcements ambushes of the mujahideen and their IEDs on the 
ways to slaughter them, and inflict on them the greatest losses. And through the repetition of the 
operation of harassment and traps multiple times, the enemy will fall into a dilemma between being 
pushed to save their forces that are exposed to attack, and the safety of their forces that they will send 



for the purpose of rescuing and which may fall into deadly ambushes. 

Things get to the point that any position for the enemy refuses to offer support and relief for the 
neighbouring positions, and the request is for every position to rely on itself, while the soldiers may 
resort to fleeing from the positions or surrendering when they are exposed to an attack that they 
consider to be beyond their ability of defend against, amid their despair about the coming of any allied 
support to help them. And the harassment may be longer term than this and that is when the enemy 
fortify themselves in their positions, and move with strong caution between them, and refrain from 
entering the regions in which it is easy for the mujahideen to hunt them. In that case, it is possible to 
harass them through assaulting the villages and localities that are weakly protected, and realizing nikaya 
against their soldiers and followers, and adopting that as a means to humiliate them and bloody their 
noses in the soil, which may push them to come out of their fortresses to pursue the mujahideen, and 
seek revenge against them, and being pushed without taking precaution towards regions of danger. 

The mujahideen will have done well in paving these areas with IEDs and fields of mines, ambushes, and 
concentrations of snipers and hunters of armored vehicles, such that it would result in an incineration of 
their soldiers and vehicles that they could only get out with great losses, and they return to their 
fortresses, worn out with wounds and determined not to return to pursue the mujahideen again. This 
then permits for them greater freedom of movement in the areas of their operation, and then they can 
repeat the harassment of them in a greater form to push them again to dangerous mobilization. 

Fixing down the enemy 

[Create weakness by forcing the enemy to be strong everywhere.] 

And to the complete contrary of that, the aim of the mujahideen in attacking the villages and localities 
may be to compel the enemy to fix great forces in them in order to defend them and protect their 
interests, reinforcement routes and supporters. And the importance of this becomes prominent when 
the enemy desire to implement an attack on the positions of the mujahideen, and that is in barring them 
from a great portion of the power of their army that will be expended on protecting targets that may be 
of little importance. This is especially so when the mujahideen repeatedly assault villages in areas far off 
from each other. In this case, the enemy are forced to distribute their forces over wide areas, as they 
fear the occurrence of penetration in any place, and it is better that the mujahideen choose for their 
targets areas that are distant from where they expect the enemy to attack, so that the enemy may not 
benefit from the forces that they designate to defend the villages and localities in reinforcement and 
support when they need to do so. 

Repressing the hypocrites and supporting the believers 

And among the aims of these expeditions is to break the force of the apostates, and raise the zeal of the 
Muslims [Muslims means only those who agree with the ISIS interpretation of Islam.], for the hypocrites, 
when they see weakness from the mujahideen and supremacy for the Tawagheet and their armies, they 
are pushed towards apostasy, affiliating with the armies of disbelief, and supporting them against the 
Muslims and spying for their interest against the mujahideen. And likewise they are blocked off in 
harming the Muslims and their families, especially those of them who are in the ranks of the mujahideen 
or supporting them, at a time when many of the people of faith in this stage face humiliation and 
weakness imposed on them, and many of them hesitate to join the mujahideen out of fear of harm 
coming to them and their family. 

And therefore when the mujahideen launch assaults against the hypocrites and apostates in their areas, 
arrest their heads, inflict punishment on the apostates, and destroy their wealth for whose sake they 
have apostasised from the religion of God Almighty, and likewise show them the inability of the armies 



of the Tawagheet to protect them, this will push those of them who have been safe from the power of 
the mujahideen to abandon what they are upon, and perhaps it will lead them to repenting from 
disbelief, while it strengthens the determination of the Muslims, and heals their hearts from those who 
have oppressed them, and helps them strengthen their faith in the victory of God Almighty for them and 
their brothers, and jihad against their enemies. 

And this matter is very important not only in distancing the people from apostasy and luring them to 
Islam, but also it has a great role in weakening the enemy army, by reducing the averages of enlistment 
of fighters from the inhabitants of the area into its ranks, and likewise all other forms of cooperation 
from offering information or offering support, and that is out of fear of the consequence of the 
mujahideen for the one who apostasises from the religion of God Almighty in that. At the same time the 
Muslims are encouraged to help the mujahideen, when they see their force and ability to defeat their 
enemies, by the permission of God Almighty, and their certainty in their victory against them. 

Paving the way for tamkeen 

And likewise this method in fighting may be made a cause by God Almighty in the realization of tamkeen 
[consolidation of gains] for the mujahideen in the land, and that after the repeated implementation of 
the method many times in multiple areas, for the enemy will at first try to cover all the areas, in a 
permanent sense or in the way of making available reinforcements on alert to enter into a battle against 
the mujahideen in any region in which they appear, while showing their army in the beginning to be 
active in this regard. 

But with the repeated occurrence of the matter, and the multiplying of great losses in their arms, it 
becomes necessary for the army to choose between reasons according to the degree of their 
importance with regards to them or the mujahideen, so at first the connection between the sectors of 
the army present in the neighbouring areas ends, so that each area becomes responsible for its own 
security, and that is on account of the danger of moving forces between areas during the attacks upon 
them [Effectively dis-integration of the enemy security.]. Then they are compelled to offer protection to 
the areas that they are very concerned to protect, or prevent the mujahideen from seizing them, while 
partially leaving other areas, such that they lose control over them in specific times (during the night for 
example) or longer than that as their presence is limited to temporary moments in which they 
strengthen their presence through great convoys patrolling with them between the regions over which 
they have lost complete control. And it is expected that the mujahideen will avoid clashing with them in 
them temporarily, for when they encounter some painful strikes, or become preoccupied with another 
matter, they leave those areas totally, and they become areas devoid of control, which paves the way 
for the mujahideen to have tamkeen [consolidated gains] in them by the permission of God Almighty. 

So these are some of the important aims that the mujahideen strive to realize through temporary 
control over areas, and we will discuss in the next article by the permission of God Almighty the means 
of implementing this method of combat. And praise be to God the Lord of the Worlds. 
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Islamic State Insurgent Tactics: Translation and Analysis 
(III) 
by Aymenn Jawad Al-Tamimi  •  May 19, 2019 at 10:50 am 
For prior parts in this series, see: 

Part I 
Part II 

This article in the al-Naba' newsletter on the Islamic State insurgent tactics of temporarily taking control 
of areas discusses the issue of implementation of the method. The article emphasizes that there is no 
single masterplan for such expeditions as circumstances vary according to place. However, the article 
offers general guidelines to the mujahideen on their conduct of these operations: 

- Do not take on more than you are capable of. 
- The need for precise and accurate intelligence gathering, while sorting through information to find out 
what is useful and what is not. Intelligence is attained from many sources including reconnaissance 
units, local inhabitants who are supportive of the Islamic State, enemy prisoners etc. During expeditions 
guides are assigned to units to convey them to their targets and help them get out. 
- Cutting off paths of the enemy forces to prevent their reinforcements from taking the mujahideen by 
surprise, and also to inflict losses on those enemy forces. 
- Seizing control of entrances and exits to facilitate entry and withdrawal while blocking off enemy 
forces, but it is not always necessary to do this. Sometimes seizing control of only some of them may be 
necessary in order to give the enemy space to flee and avoid a battle to the death. 
- Seizing, attacking and destroying enemy force and command centres, such as bases with warehouses 
and military barracks, in order to minimize coordination between enemy forces. 
- As far as possible, targets are to be known and defined beforehand. To carry out the mission, the amir 
of the expedition may divide units by sector, each one dealing with particular targets. 
- Some targets may arise incidentally during a raid, and so the amir should have an emergency reserve 
force under his control to deal with such matters, if possible. 
- Remove usable war spoils to safe areas. Destroy what cannot be taken. 
- Place traps and decoys. IEDs are most effective in this regard, but bear in mind that Muslims in the 
area may want to take spoils of the enemy, so warn them or bar them from entering danger areas that 
are booby-trapped. 

Below is the article translated in full with original text. 
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Bringing down the towns temporarily as a method of 
operation for the mujahideen (3) 
Implementation 

As for implementation of this method of fleeting attacks, it cannot be confined to one plan or more, 
because that depends on the nature of the targeted area, the state of the enemy forces and the state of 
the mujahideen from different capabilities. But we can present here some general advice that the 
mujahideen can benefit from in implementing their operations by this method through a successful 
means by the permission of God Almighty. 

God does not entrust a life except with what is possible for it 

[Note that what is being advocated in all of this advice is not nihilistic.  These guys are not encouraging a 
Joker in The Dark Knight approach of just watching the world burn.  This should be reminiscent of 
Maoist Guerilla Warfare or Revolutionary Warfare – creating an environment wherein ISIS may return to 
governance.] 

The first advice after putting trust in God Almighty and goodness of thought towards Him, is that the 
mujahideen should not entrust themselves with something beyond their power by attacking targets that 
surpass their ability to break the enemy in them, and they should not consider this type of battles to be 
fateful or decisive in documenting the course of war with their enemies. Instead they are fight-and-
flight, whose aim is to prepare for another fight, and so on. [He who fights and runs away …] 

Intelligence 

Information is among the most important sources that must be secured before every operation for the 
mujahideen, especially in operations that require speed and high activity, as they should not waste their 
time during clashes in looking for places, and defining the targets, and changing them with every new 
piece of information that reaches them from a friend or they obtain from an enemy. And therefore it is 
very important that the mujahideen be keen to gather as much useful reliable information as they can, 
and classify it and analyze it well, and conclude what is necessary from it to be a foundation for the plan 
of attack, control and withdrawal alike. 

And the sources of information are numerous: among them direct reconnaissance by observation units, 
and among them relying on the information of the mujahideen who know the region, or the supporters 
from its inhabitants, and among them what is obtained from the prisoners of the enemy who are 
captured before the attack for this purpose. 

And the role of intelligence for the mujahideen is not limited to gathering information but also 
separating it out to distinguish what is not useful from it and not preoccupying the brothers with it, and 
likewise being accurate about it to prevent the planners from basing things on false or misleading 
information. 

And after the amirs of the mujahideen specify the targets that will be struck during the attack, the 
brothers in intelligence work on preparing lists of targets that will be attacked, and the people who will 
be taken prisoner or liquidated, and putting in place plans to deal with every target of them according to 
the information available about it, and whose importance will be defined as well as the aspects of force 
and weakness in its defenses. 

Then the knowledgeable trusted guides are assigned to convey every group of the mujahideen to its 
target with speed and precision, then to get them out from the area after the attack has been 



completed and the order has been given by the amir to withdraw to the safe area. 

Cutting off the paths 

And that is accomplished by putting in place ambushes and spreading IEDs on the paths from which it is 
expected that enemy reinforcements will come, and by securing these paths the mujahideen assaulting 
the area will be safe- by God's permission- from surprises, and they can implement a greater extent of 
their aims within the time allotted for the attack. And likewise cutting off the path is considered a means 
to inflict on the enemy forces coming to provide help or fleeing from the clash great losses that may 
sometimes exceed the losses of the direct clash with them during the assault. 

Seizing the entrances and exits 

And that is done in order to facilitate the entry of the mujahideen into the area if the attack is from 
outside it, then to prevent the apostates fleeing from it if necessary, and preventing the entry of 
reinforcements to it in the event that they come. Likewise the aim is secure the path of withdrawal of 
the mujahideen from the area after the completion of the operation. And it is not required as a 
condition to seize them in the event that the attack is based on infiltration, and the path of withdrawal 
for the brothers is guaranteed by the force that holds and defends the path so as to ensure withdrawal. 
And it may be sufficient to seize some of them only, to facilitate the assault and withdrawal, while 
leaving the space before the enemy forces to flee from the area, in order to avoid confining them and 
pushing them to fight in defiance of death. 

Seizing or neutralizing the centres of force and control 

And we mean by this the command bases for the enemy in the area, which control their forces present 
in them, and the striking of which may lead to the dispersal of the enemy's forces and difficulty of 
coordination between them, and likewise the bases that include enemy forces capable of mobilizing 
against the mujahideen. This includes military barracks, security centres, police stations and others. 
Likewise we mean the bases that contain the means of force of the enemy, from weapons warehouses 
and ammunition, garages of vehicles and armored vehicles, and likewise what enables the enemy to 
control and prolong the battle, from centres and connection towers, centres for healing the wounded 
and others. 

And by accomplishing this assignment and seizing those bases or besieging them or blowing them up, 
the enemy forces in the area will only have dispersed personnel who- by the permission of God 
Almighty- can easily be dealt with and hunted from their homes, while the best they can hope for is to 
be able to flee, especially as they despair about the likelihood of reinforcements coming to them to save 
them. 

Striking targets defined beforehand 

And this is the direct aim of the expedition through which all of the targets are realized, in so far as the 
targets are known beforehand to the mujahideen relying on the intelligence information and in so far as 
they can be reached quickly and can actually be dealt with. So the amir of the expedition divides his 
soldiers into units, each of them directed with the accompaniment of their guide to their known target, 
in order to deal with it according to the previously outlined plan by prepared means in accordance with 
its nature and the defined way of dealing with it. 

And the amir may resort to dividing the area into sectors, whereby each group of the mujahideen deals 
with its particular sector in terms of control and rectifying the targets, and this division has the benefit 
of limiting the mistakes of lack of acquaintance between the mujahideen, especially if they are disguised 
in their enemies' clothing, which may result in unintentional clashes between them [fratricide 



prevention]. 

Striking incidental targets 

And it is possible that during the attack there will be appear new targets, either unknown to the 
intelligence or the information about them becomes available during the expedition, like the 
mujahideen's sudden clash with a force of the enemy, or the surprise of great resistance on their part in 
one of the places, or they find an importance source of information (from prisoners or lists of agents in 
the enemy security offices or addresses of stores of weapons or wealth...) 

And at the time, and so that the mujahideen should not be compelled to choose between finishing their 
original plan or changing it to deal with the new incidental targets, it is preferable that the amir- if 
possible- should leave aside during his planning for the expedition a number of units under his 
command to deal with these targets [reserve force], in order to remove from the units working on the 
original tasks the burden of dealing with them. And at the same time these units should be tantamount 
to a general emergency force working to support any unit that needs assistance until the end of the 
attack. 

Removing spoils and causing destruction 

This matter has importance from two aspects: the first is the need of the mujahideen for it in order to 
provide for themselves and arming and provision of ammunition, for the storehouses of the enemy are 
the first source for providing provision for the mujahideen, and the second is the necessity of barring the 
enemy from their capabilities. So what the mujahideen cannot remove to safe areas from wealth of 
booty and spoils, they should resort to destroying: from bases, vehicles, equipment, weapons, 
ammunition and electronic devices, and that is because they are among the sources of force of the 
enemy, and what harms the life of the Muslim masses must be avoided and not constitute a source of 
force for the enemy as far as possible. 

Placing traps 

Since the enemy will return to the area after the withdrawal of the mujahideen from it, it is beneficial to 
put in place traps and decoys for them, through which one may take out another number of their 
soldiers, and inflict additional losses in their ranks, and the best type of these traps- according to what is 
available currently- are IEDs well-concealed in anything that the hands of the enemy may touch after 
they reach the area, from vehicles and arms, and inside the bases and other places. 

But there should also be taking into account caution if the mujahideen think it likely that the Muslims of 
the people of the area may enter the places subject to explosive rigging in order to take what the 
mujahideen have left behind from the wealth of the mushrikeen and apostates. Thus they should warn 
them or prevent them from entering the danger zones by appropriate means. 

And we will finish by the permission of God Almighty in the next article on the issue of ending the 
temporary control and successful withdrawal for the mujahideen after realizing the desired aims of the 
expedition, and praise be to God the Lord of the Worlds 
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For prior parts in this series, see: 
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This final article in the Islamic State's al-Naba' newsletter series on the insurgent tactic of temporarily 
taking control of areas deals with the issue of withdrawal. The article notes that circumstances can vary 
and unexpected obstacles may arise for a withdrawal plan during an expedition. However, some general 
guidelines are given. 

- The organization of withdrawal may vary. For example, it could be that the groups that assault first 
should be the first to withdraw, or the groups that launch the deepest incursion into an area should be 
the first to withdraw. 

- The need to secure exits. Some exits are to be held at all costs, while others can be used in the 
framework of diversion operations. The loss of other exits may not be deemed a major problem. 

- Islamic State supporters in an area should have safe shelters for groups that cannot withdraw or 
groups with wounded who cannot be evacuated easily. 

- Withdrawal should ideally done under cover of diversion operations that mislead the enemy. 

- Withdrawals can be affected by enemy responses: e.g. if it is expected the enemy will bring in 
reinforcements to surround the mujahideen, a reserve force should exist prepared to break the siege, or 
the mujahideen should organize as strong groups capable of a break out by force. 

The article concludes that the series is not presenting a comprehensive one model program for 
insurgent operation, but is just illuminating general principles on one of the methods of operation. 
Commanders should devise continually innovative ways of implementing the method so that the enemy 
do not devise effective counter-tactics. Finally, the article stresses the need for 'hearing and obeying' of 
the leadership for expeditions. 
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Bringing down towns temporarily as a method of 
operation for the mujahideen 4 
Withdrawal 

The withdrawal plan is no less important than the attack and assault plan, and may be more important 
in some instances, as it is an important part of the stages of the operation as a whole, as its objective is 
not to hold to the land and defend it, and especially as the mujahideen in the stage of the assault are 
organized, active, in good health and lightly burdened, but at the time of the withdrawal they may be 
compelled to implement it with less organization, just as they may also be tired out from working for 
hours, and there may be injured and wounded among them and their burden may be heavy in what they 
have from prisoners and spoils that God Almighty has granted them in their expedition. 

Thus among the assignments of the amir on his giving agreement on the attack plan is that he should 
also give consideration as to the withdrawal plan in relation to it. And just as it is necessary to make 
available the information and guides for the mujahideen during the assault, it is also necessary to guide 
them to the means of withdrawal and its timing, how they will be given the order to do so, and the 
boundary by entry of which they will be outside the danger area of operations that the enemy will be 
expected to cover in pursuit of them. 

And as is the case that when the attack plan is decided, the mujahideen expect the possibility of the 
occurrence of changes to it because of incidental events that face them, or mistakes that occur during 
the implementation, or surprises whose cause is lack of intelligence information or its outdatedness, or 
changes in the enemy's situation that have reduced its usefulness, so they must take into account the 
existence of a great likelihood that there will be obstacles that prevent the implementation of the 
withdrawal plan as it has been put in place. So the amirs are compelled to make an effort according to 
the available information and capabilities to realize the best thing possible of circumstances, and 
implement the best of what is in their hands from procedures to secure the withdrawal in an 
appropriate manner. 

Organizing the withdrawal 

And the withdrawal plan is affected by multiple factors, among them the attack plan itself, for this plan 
may be put in place on the basis of it with a retroactive effect: that is, every group withdraws from the 
place it assaulted, following the safe path and organization, in that the first of the groups in the assault 
should be the first to withdraw. Or the organization may be according to the degree of incursion, in that 
the groups that have penetrated most deeply into the area should be the first to get out from them, 
while the group that has control over the exits should remain holding to them until it is sure that the exit 
of all of the groups that will follow this path has been secured. 

And likewise the organization of the withdrawal depends on the nature of the mujahideen and their 
burden, so there should first be pulling out of the groups that are overburdened with injured, that the 
groups on whose shoulders fall the burden of removing the prisoners and spoils, and the groups that are 
most worn out from the battles, and then the last to be pulled out should be the active in the fighting, 
with few burdens and most capable of withdrawing and transferring. 

And all these matters are subject to the organizations of the expedition, its aims and results, as there 
may occur an incident that pushes the mujahideen to change the organizations put in place, but 
generally speaking, the presence of organization that may be modified remains better than the lack of 
existence of organization absolutely: something from which chaos in withdrawal may arise, being a 
cause of reduction of gains of the mujahideen from the expedition, or the realization of gains for the 



enemy, on account of which they may brag before their supporters with false claims about foiling the 
expedition and inflict damage on the attacking mujahideen. 

Securing the exits 

And as we have spoken previously on the issue of holding the entrances to secure the assault, it is 
necessary to secure the exits until the end of the attack and the going out of the last of the mujahideen 
from the area, or in order to prevent the enemy from entering them until the withdrawal of the 
brothers from it is completed. And in accordance with the withdrawal plan put in place previously, the 
amir of the expedition sets out the exits that will be held by any means and until the last moment, and 
the others in which diversion is sufficient, or whose loss does not impact the course of the operation 
because the paths leading to them from the outside are secured by units cutting off the route for 
example. 

Safe shelters 

It is beneficial when there are supporters for the mujahideen in the area that safe shelters [safe houses] 
should be secured within the region to which the mujahideen who have not managed to withdraw for 
some reason can come to take refuge, or to shelter the wounded whom it has been difficult to evacuate, 
and that is so that they can remain in them until it is possible to get them out from the area by a safe 
means. 

Diversion 

And the preference is that the withdrawal should be under cover of diversion operations, inside the 
attack zone or on its peripheries, in that some of the units complete the clash operation and give the 
impression to the enemy that they desire to attack new areas, while the mujahideen carrying out the 
attack will have begun to evacuate the area gradually that does not result in a sudden stop to the 
clashes. Then the distraction units withdraw by an appropriate way after receiving the order to do so 
when the safe withdrawal operation is completed. 

Avoiding the enemies on the way 

And likewise the plan is affected by the extent of the force of the enemy and the speed of its response 
to the attack and the nature of this response, for if it is expected that the enemy reinforcements will 
resort to attempting to surround the area to besiege the mujahideen inside it, it is preferable that there 
should be a reserve force on the outside of the area prepared to break the siege upon them, or that the 
exit of the mujahideen from the area should be in the form of strong groups that are capable- by the 
permission of God Almighty- of breaking the siege and getting out of it by force. 

And if it is expected that ambushes will be put in place on the paths, it is preferred for a reconnaissance 
force to precede the mujahideen to explore the route, and that the withdrawing forces should be in the 
form of strong groups organized in a way that makes them capable of striking the ambushes. 

And if it is expected that aircraft will enter, it is preferable for the brothers not to withdraw in the form 
of convoys but rather in a dispersed sense that prevents their direction from being defined to pursue 
them and strike their convoys, and likewise camouflage against aircraft by concealing armed elements 
on the vehicles as far as possible. 

As for if the enemy are weak and dispersed and the attack is in an area remote from their main forces, 
the mujahideen will have their own free space for the timing and method of withdrawal, and these 
matters are all subject to the assessments of the mujahideen before and during the attack. 

 



Conclusion 

What we have put forward in this series is a representation of ideas drawn from the different 
experiences of the mujahideen, and it is not a unified model for work to be implemented in its entirety, 
for the object of putting forward these ideas is to draw attention to this important method of the 
methods of fighting against the disbelievers and apostates, and give an overview of its most important 
aspects [This is a list of techniques and not a prescription of actions.]. This is so that we may leave to the 
amirs of the mujahideen in every field consideration as to what is appropriate or them, and build on 
these principles innovative plans that may continuously surprise the enemies, and prevent them from 
expecting a set method of attacks by the mujahideen for which they devise counter-plans they 
continuously develop. 

And what must be affirmed here is the importance of leadership and hearing and obeying, for these 
operations, in view of their great speed, require high precision on the part of the unified leadership for 
the different groups of the mujahideen. And this matter cannot be realized except through making 
available the system of "hearing in contact" through active contacts between the amirs and soldiers, and 
the realization of obedience on the part of the mujahideen in general to the expedition's leadership, 
from the moment they set out from their bases until they return to the safe areas, and the amir 
announces the end of the expedition. 

So any act of disobedience or unjustified slacking in implementing the orders on the part of the 
mujahideen in one of the groups may lead to that whose consequence is not to be commended from 
the ruining of the work of other groups, or exposing them to danger, or even making the expedition fail 
in its entirety, and preventing the mujahideen from picking its fruit for whose sake they have expended 
much sweat, wealth and blood. 

And by good preparation and appropriate implementation of the expedition, its aims can be realized by 
the permission of God Almighty. And God indeed supports the one who supports Him. Indeed God is 
powerful, mighty. And praise be to God the Lord of the Worlds. 
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