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Understanding the 
Global War on Terrorism
Part 6 of 6

Agenda for Course

1. Lead up to 9/11
2. Invasion of Afghanistan
3. Invasion of Iraq
4. The Surges
5. Withdrawal from Iraq – Arrival of ISIS
6. Withdrawal from Afghanistan

– Overview of the End
– Mahnaz Akbari – Female Tactical Platoons
– Pashtana Durrani – Freedom through Education
– Doha Agreement (2020)
– Final Withdrawal
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Overview 
of the End

ISAF Commanders
Operation Enduring Freedom

1. John C. McColl Major general 10 Jan 2002 20 Jun 2002 161 days British Army
2. Hilmi Akin Zorlu Lieutenant general 20 Jun 2002 10 Feb 2003 235 days Turkish Land Forces
3. Norbert van Heyst Lieutenant general 10 Feb 2003 11 Aug 2003 182 days German Army
4. Götz Gliemeroth [de] Lieutenant general 11 Aug 2003 9 Feb 2004 182 days German Army
5. Rick J. Hillier Lieutenant general 9 Feb 2004 9 Aug 2004 182 days Canadian Army
6. Jean-Louis Py Lieutenant general 9 Aug 2004 13 Feb 2005 188 days French Army
7. Ethem Erdağı Lieutenant general 13 Feb 2005 5 Aug 2005 173 days Turkish Land Forces
8. Mauro del Vecchio 5 Aug 2005 4 May 2006 272 days Italian Army
9. Sir David J. Richards General 4 May 2006 4 Feb 2007 276 days British Army
10. Dan K. McNeill General 4 Feb 2007 3 Jun 2008 485 days United States Army
11. David D. McKiernan General 3 Jun 2008 15 Jun 2009 377 days United States Army
12. Stanley A. McChrystal General 15 Jun 2009 23 Jun 2010 373 days United States Army
13. Nick Parker Lieutenant general 23 Jun 2010 4 Jul 2010 11 days British Army
14. David H. Petraeus General 4 Jul 2010 18 Jul 2011 379 days United States Army
15. John R. Allen General 18 Jul 2011 10 Feb 2013 573 days United States Marine Corps
16. Joseph F. Dunford Jr. General 10 Feb 2013 26 Aug 2014 562 days United States Marine Corps
17. John F. Campbell General 26 Aug 2014 28 Dec 2014 124 days United States Army

Operation Resolute Support
1. John F. Campbell General 28 Dec 2014 2 Mar 2016 430 (554) days United States Army
2. John W. Nicholson Jr. General 2 Mar 2016 2 Sep 2018 914 days United States Army
3. Austin S. Miller General 2 Sep 2018 12 Jul 2021 1,043 days United States Army
4. Kenneth F. McKenzie Jr. General 12 Jul 2021 31 Aug 2021 50 days United States Marine Corps

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resolute_Support_Mission#List_of_commanders

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Security_Assistance_Force#See_also
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Final Afghanistan Overview
Pres Obama: 30,000 additional … reduce after 18 months1 Dec2009
GEN Petraeus replaced GEN McChrystal23 Jun2010
Wikileaks publishes classified material25 Jul
Osama bin Laden killed in Abbottabad2 May2011
US withdraws 23,000 to pre-surge 68,00020 Sep2012
NATO to ANA full responsibility for national security18 Jun2013
Record opium crop yields13 Nov
Pres Obama announces withdrawal timeline27 May2014
SGT Bergdahl exchanged for five Taliban31 May
Zalmai Khalilzad signs Doha Agreement29 Feb2020
US plans to reduce to 2,500 by mid-January17 Nov
Pres Biden announces 11 Sep withdrawal14 Apr2021
Bagram Airfield abandoned by US5 Jul
Taliban seize control of Kabul15 Aug
Abbey Gate Bombing (13 KIA)26 Aug
US troops withdraw from Afghanistan.30 Aug

Big Speeches

Obama 1 Dec 2009 West Point, NY Surge + Out in 18 months

Obama 27 May 2014 White House 9,800 by end of year

Trump 21 Aug 2017 Fort Meyer, VA Three Points

1. Honorable and enduring outcome

2. Consequences of rapid exit are predictable and unacceptable

3. Security threats are immense

Biden 14 Apr 2021 White House Out by 11 Sep 2021

Biden 8 Jul 2021 White House Ending the War
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Mahnaz Akbari 
– Female Tactical 

Platoons
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Mahnaz Akbari
• Family fled to Iran during Soviet-Afghanistan War

• Returned to Afghanistan in 2009 at the age of 25

• Served for 11 years as a soldier and commander in the Female 
Tactical Platoon (FTP) program. Supported Ktah Khas, 
counterterrorism unit of Afghan National Army’s Special 
Operations Forces

• Worked in conjunction with U.S. Army’s female Cultural Support 
Teams

https://taskandpurpose.com/news/afghan-special-forces-female-platoon/

Mahnaz Akbari Today

• Fled Afghanistan with other members 
of the Afghan FTP when the Taliban 
took control

• Family remains in Afghanistan with 
the exception of two nieces

• Currently living in Maryland

• Serves as manager for the PenFed 
Foundation – working to support 
military veterans and Afghan allies.

• Afghan Resettlement Project Manager for Immigration Advocates 
Response Collaborative (I-ARC) – provides training and support in 
immigration law

• Director of Outreach for NXT Mission – assists veterans in planning 
and achieving their next step

https://www.linkedin.com/in/mahnaz-akbari/

“In Afghanistan, every job that a woman does, even if it is very small, prepares the 
way for the development of society.”
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Pashtana Durrani 
– Freedom through 

Education

Pashtana Durrani

• Family fled Afghanistan in the 
1990’s due to the Afghan Civil War 
and presence of Taliban

• Born in a refugee camp outside 
Quetta, Pakistan (1997)

• Father ran a school for girls out of 
their home with her mother and 
aunt serving as teachers

• Family returned to Afghanistan in 
2016

• Founded LEARN Afghanistan in 
2018 which operated 18 remote 
digital schools in southern 
Afghanistan as of August 2021

https://www.pashtanadurrani.com/

"You can go hungry, but not without a day of learning.”
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Tablet Based Learning

Village Model
• Students meet in one 

house
• Tablets are solar powered 

and come with lessons 
downloaded

City Model
• 5-6 tablets per classroom
• 5-6 students per tablet
• Lessons provided on 

advanced subjects like 
biology and physics.

https://www.thejournal.ie/afghani-suicide-bomber-kills-17-in-public-baths-65872-Jan2011/https://clipartix.com/sunshine-clipart-image-6729/

Pashtana Durrani  Today
• Went into hiding briefly when the Taliban regained control 

• Resumed operating the NGO covertly within a month of the U.S. 
withdrawal

• Fled to the U.S. in October 2021

• Visiting fellow at Wellesley Centers for Women

• Named one of BBC’s 100 Most Influential Women in 2021

• Young Activist Summit and 
Global Citizen prize winner in 
2022

• Named a Global Education 
Champion by the Malala Fund

• Published Last to Eat, Last to 
Learn: My Life in Afghanistan 
Fighting to Educate Women in 
2022.
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Doha 
Agreement 

(2020)

Doha Agreement

• Negotiated by Zalmay Khalilzad on behalf of the 
Trump administration

• Negotiations mostly conducting without 
involvement of Afghan national government
• Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (which is not recognized 

by the United States as a state and is known as the 
Taliban) vs. Islamic Republic of Afghanistan

• Signed on February 29, 2020 in Doha, Qatar 

Agreement for Bringing Peace to Afghanistan

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zalmay_Khalilzad
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Doha Agreement – Key Points

• The United States agreed to an initial drawdown of forces 
followed by complete withdraw all forces within 14 months 
of agreement

• U.S. agreed to close five military bases

• The Taliban agreed to prevent the use of Afghanistan soil to 
threaten the security of the United States or its allies.

• The United States agreed to lift sanctions against the Taliban.

• Agreement called for intra-Afghan talks between the Taliban 
and the government of Afghanistan
• Prisoner exchange called for prior to start of Intra-Afghan 

negotiations (5,000 Taliban for 1,000 Afghans)

• Afghan government negotiating team never selected

• Agreement contingent upon Taliban keeping commitments. 

Final 
Withdrawal
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Joseph Biden
The White House – 14 April 2021

“We will not conduct a hasty rush to the exit.  
We’ll do it — we’ll do it responsibly, deliberately, 
and safely.  And we will do it in full coordination 
with our allies and partners, who now have more 
forces in Afghanistan than we do.”

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/04/14/remarks-by-president-biden-on-the-way-forward-in-afghanistan/

https://www.npr.org/2021/04/14/986955659/biden-to-announce-he-will-end-americas-longest-war-in-afghanistan

Answers to Reporter Questions on 8 July 2021:
“… the Afghan troops have 300,000 well-equipped—as well-equipped as any army in 
the world—and an air force against something like 75,000 Taliban.”
“None whatsoever. Zero. What you had is—you had entire brigades breaking through 
the gates of our embassy—six, if I'm not mistaken. The Taliban is not the south—the 
North Vietnamese army. They're not—they're not remotely comparable in terms of 
capability. There's going to be no circumstance where you see people being lifted off 
the roof of an embassy in the—of the United States from Afghanistan. It is not at all 
comparable.”
“...the likelihood there's going to be the Taliban overrunning everything and owning 
the whole country is highly unlikely.”

Sohrab Azimi

• Student at USACGSC AY15

• Colonel at the time of death.  
Posthumously promoted to 
Brigadier General

• 16 June 2021 Murdered with 21 
other Afghan Commandos 

• June 2021: 
– 703 ANSF killed

– 208 civilians killed

– 1,535 Taliban killed (reportedly)

• “For Sohrab Azimi and all those 
who have sacrificed and died for 
a better Afghanistan.”
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Operation Allies Refuge

• 14 July – 30 August 2021

• 123,000 people evacuated

• Casualties 195+ killed
- Suicide Bombing – 26 August 2021

 175+ Afghan civilians
 13 American service members
 3 British nationals

- 11 Afghan civilians killed during stampedes at the airport
- 6 Afghan civilian stowaways killed (one outside of Afghanistan)
- 2 unknown gunmen killed by American troops
- 1 Afghan guard killed during a gunfight

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Allies_Refuge
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Operation 
Allies Refuge

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Allies_Refuge

• C-17 capacity
- 102 soldiers

- This image – 800+

Recommended Podcasts

Generation Jihad

Fabulous discussion on 
the conduct of terrorism 
and terrorists.

John Batchelor 
Show

Best show to cover the 
entire globe in a week.
Great participants with 
Middle East focus.

Hold Your Fire!

My least favorite, but it 
offers a left of center 
perspective on conflict 
and includes numerous 
episodes on the Middle 
East and sub-Saharan 
Africa.

FDD Events

Specifically, “FDD 
Morning Brief” which 
posts three times a 
week.  The podcast 
provides an excellent 
summary of the recent 
events and an interview 
with a subject matter 
expert.
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Contact Information

Brian L. Steed
www.narrativespace.net
www.narrative-strategies.com
narrativespace.net@gmail.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/brian-l-steed/
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