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Understanding the 
Global War on Terrorism
Part 4 of 6

Agenda for Course

1. Lead up to 9/11
2. Invasion of Afghanistan
3. Invasion of Iraq
4. The Surges

– Logic of the Surge
– Surge in Iraq
– Controversy and Success
– Surge in Afghanistan
– Controversy and Controversy
– Women at War

5. Withdrawal from Iraq – Arrival of ISIS
6. Withdrawal from Afghanistan
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Logic of the 
Surge

3rd ID ADC(M)

Iraq through People

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 20112003

101st ABN Cmdr MNSTC-I Cmdr MNF-I Cmdr CENTCOM CmdrPetraeus
MNF-I CmdrCasey

Ferriter

MNF-I CmdrOdierno

MNC-I, DCG USF-I DCG A&T

4th ID Cmdr MNC-I (III Corps) Cmdr USF-I Cmdr

USF-I CmdrAustin MNC-I (XVIII Corps) Cmdr

Helmick

Barbero 4th ID ADC(M)

101st ABN ADC(O) MNSTC-I Cmdr USF-I DCG-O (XVIII)

MNF-I C3 USF-I DCG A&T

McMaster CENTCOM CAG Chief 3 ACR CDR MNF-I Special Asst to Cmdr

Dempsey 1st AD Cmdr MNSTC-I Cmdr CENTCOM DCmdr Acting CDR

ICT (Jordan)
MPEP (BN XO) (Jordan) DMI

TRADOC LNO (Israel)
USF-I (ISAM)(DCG)(Iraq)

USLO (UAE)

Bolger CG CMATT, MNSTC-IDCG 1 CD CDR
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We Shaped the Narrative Space
(probably not intentionally – but, we still did it)

Why Surge?

http://i141.photobucket.com/albums/r55/TomThe/Misc%20for%20Blog/Iraq_Attacks_May_09.jpg

5

6



UMKC SPARK - Middle East-Past is Prologue (4) 17 October 2024

4

Surge in Iraq

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Casualties_of_the_Iraq_War
https://web.econ.keio.ac.jp/staff/nobu/iraq/en/casualties.html

Surge ISIS

OIF/OIR

Surge

Iraqi Civilian Deaths

Coalition Military Deaths
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General Information
• Dates

– Operation Iraqi Freedom 20 Mar 2003 – 31 Aug 2010
– Operation New Dawn 1 Sep 2010 – 11 Dec 2011
– Operation Inherent Resolve 15 Jun 2014 – Present 

• Forces Deployed

https://www.cnn.com/2011/10/21/world/meast/chart-us-troops-iraq/index.html

Jordan Israel UAE

Surge

Counterinsurgency Doctrine

• First wholesale rewrite of 
U.S. Army 
counterinsurgency 
doctrine since the 1980s.

• Preceded in 2004 by an 
interim doctrine.

• Coordinated between U.S. 
Army and USMC.

• Published for sale.
• Updated in 2014 with the 

title changed to 
Insurgencies and 
Countering Insurgencies.
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GEN Petraeus’s Counterinsurgency 
Guidance to Troops (21 June 2008)

• Secure and serve the population. 

• Live among the people. 

• Hold areas that have been secured. 

• Pursue the enemy relentlessly. 

• Generate unity of effort. 

• Promote reconciliation. 

• Defeat the network, not just the 
attack. 

• Foster Iraqi legitimacy.

• Employ all assets to isolate and 
defeat the terrorists and insurgents. 

• Employ money as a weapon system.

• Fight for intelligence.

• Walk.

• Understand the neighborhood.

• Build relationships.

• Look for Sustainable Solutions. 

• Manage expectations.

• Be first with the truth.

• Fight the information war relentlessly.

• Live our values.

• Exercise initiative. 

• Prepare for and exploit opportunities.

• Learn and adapt.

https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/06_counterinsurgency_ohanlon.pdf

What was the Surge?
• Sunni tribal awakening – Sahwa

– Moral exhaustion of opposition to GoI

– Anger with foreign fighter extremism

– Sons of Iraq

• Shia-led Government of Iraq (GoI)
– Increase prosecution of Shia militias/death squads

– Relax prosecution of Sunnis

– Pay Sunni fighters to be part of system

• American military mythology
– 5 Brigades, New Doctrine, Savior General

– Surge of ideas and surge of forces
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Understanding The Surge
Illusions of Victory: The Anbar Awakening and the Rise of the Islamic State (2017)

Necessary 
Conditions for 

Success
• Presence of US 

military
• Struggle for power 

between tribes and 
ISIS

• Esprit de corps and 
cohesion of tribes 
opposing ISIS

Necessary 
Conditions for 

Failure
• Maliki’s government 

turned against the 
Sunnis

• The Awakening was 
not self-sustaining

• ISIS received a 
critical mass of Sunni 
support

(note: need to understand what binds people 
together in opposition to our opponents)

Battle of Sadr City

Battle of Basra

When: 4 April 2004 – 11 May 2008
Who: Iraq Security Forces Mahdi Army

United States
10,000+ 6,000-8,000

Casualties: 300-350 800-1,000 killed

When: 25 March – 24 April 2008
Who: Iraq Security Forces Mahdi Army

United States
30,000+ 16,000

Casualties: 30 210 killed
400 600 wounded

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Basra_(2008)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siege_of_Sadr_City
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Battles of Sadr City/Basra – 2008 

Controversy and 
Success
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Camp Bucca

Where ISIS was recruited, 
connections made and strengthened, 
and the organization structured.

Surge Success?

http://markhumphrys.com/Bitmaps/iraq.surge.jpg

17

18



UMKC SPARK - Middle East-Past is Prologue (4) 17 October 2024

10

The Surge and the Arab Spring

WikiLeaks

5 April 2010 “Collateral Murder” (events of 12 July 2007) video 
released 
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Notable: Julian Assange
Full Name: Julian Paul Hawkins
Birth: 3 July 1971, Townsville, Queensland, Australia
Events:
• 1996 Convicted for hacking
• 2006 Founded and established Wikileaks
• 5 Apr 2010 Released “Collateral Murder” 39 minute video of 2007 Apache shooting
• Nov 2010 Sweden issued a European arrest warrant
• Jun 2012 Took Refuge in Embassy of Ecuador London
• 11 Apr 2019 Asylum withdrawn and Assange arrested in the Ecuadorian Embassy
• 2019/2020 Indictments unsealed by DoJ
• 2019-2024 Imprisoned in HM Prison Belmarsch, London, England
• Jun 2024 Assange agreed to a plea deal with DoJ
• 26 Jun 2024 Returned to Australia

Influence:
• Possibly the best known global hacktivist
• Wikileaks released dozens of separate major troughs of information on a variety of previously 

classified actions and events from a variety of governments
• Received a large collection of classified material from then SPC Bradley (Chelsea) Manning

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julian_Assange

Women at War
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Women in the Military
1942 – Women are allowed to serve in the U.S. 
Navy (WAVES) and the U.S. Army (WAC) in an 
auxiliary capacity for the duration of WWII plus six 
months. 

1948 – Passage of Women’s Armed Services Act 
enabling women to serve as permanent, regular 
members of the U.S. armed forces.

1993 – Combat exclusion for aviation lifted for 
women allowing them to serve as pilots except in 
direct support of ground forces or SOF. 

1994 – Direct Ground Combat Definition and 
Assignment Rule (“risk rule”) rescinded – women 
still not able to serve in units below brigade level 
whose primary mission is to engage in direct 
combat on the ground. https://www.history.navy.mil/browse-by-

topic/diversity/women-in-the-navy/waves.html

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Women_in_the
_United_States_Army

Women in the Military

2003 – Marine Corps develops Team 
Lioness program – These evolve over time 
into Female Engagement Teams.

2010 – U.S. Army Cultural Support Teams 
program created.

January 2013 – Combat Exclusion Policy 
officially lifted. 

December 2015 – All remaining 
occupations and positions within every 
branch of the U.S. military become open to 
all service members regardless of gender 
without exception. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jennifer_Moreno

https://www.history.army.mil/genderintegra
tion/docs/White_Ashley.pdf

1LT Ashley White

1LT Jennifer Moreno
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1 in 5 Active Duty service members 
is a woman

20%

Officers

19%

Enlisted

9%

Warrant

Percentage of Women in the Ranks

Top Five Career Fields for Women 
in the Military

ENLISTED
Functional Support & 

Administration

Electrical/Mechanical 
Equipment Repairers

Service & Supply Handlers

Communication & 
Intelligence Specialists

Health Care

Health Care Officers

Supply, Procurement & 
Allied Officers

Tactical Officers

Engineering & 
Maintenance Officers

Administrators

OFFICERS
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Surge in 
Afghanistan

ISAF Commanders
Operation Enduring Freedom

1. John C. McColl Major general 10 Jan 2002 20 Jun 2002 161 days British Army
2. Hilmi Akin Zorlu Lieutenant general 20 Jun 2002 10 Feb 2003 235 days Turkish Land Forces
3. Norbert van Heyst Lieutenant general 10 Feb 2003 11 Aug 2003 182 days German Army
4. Götz Gliemeroth [de] Lieutenant general 11 Aug 2003 9 Feb 2004 182 days German Army
5. Rick J. Hillier Lieutenant general 9 Feb 2004 9 Aug 2004 182 days Canadian Army
6. Jean-Louis Py Lieutenant general 9 Aug 2004 13 Feb 2005 188 days French Army
7. Ethem Erdağı Lieutenant general 13 Feb 2005 5 Aug 2005 173 days Turkish Land Forces
8. Mauro del Vecchio 5 Aug 2005 4 May 2006 272 days Italian Army
9. Sir David J. Richards General 4 May 2006 4 Feb 2007 276 days British Army
10. Dan K. McNeill General 4 Feb 2007 3 Jun 2008 485 days United States Army
11. David D. McKiernan General 3 Jun 2008 15 Jun 2009 377 days United States Army
12. Stanley A. McChrystal General 15 Jun 2009 23 Jun 2010 373 days United States Army
13. Nick Parker Lieutenant general 23 Jun 2010 4 Jul 2010 11 days British Army
14. David H. Petraeus General 4 Jul 2010 18 Jul 2011 379 days United States Army
15. John R. Allen General 18 Jul 2011 10 Feb 2013 573 days United States Marine Corps
16. Joseph F. Dunford Jr. General 10 Feb 2013 26 Aug 2014 562 days United States Marine Corps
17. John F. Campbell General 26 Aug 2014 28 Dec 2014 124 days United States Army

Operation Resolute Support
1. John F. Campbell General 28 Dec 2014 2 Mar 2016 430 (554) days United States Army
2. John W. Nicholson Jr. General 2 Mar 2016 2 Sep 2018 914 days United States Army
3. Austin S. Miller General 2 Sep 2018 12 Jul 2021 1,043 days United States Army
4. Kenneth F. McKenzie Jr. General 12 Jul 2021 31 Aug 2021 50 days United States Marine Corps

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resolute_Support_Mission#List_of_commanders

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Security_Assistance_Force#See_also
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Why the Surge in Afghanistan?

• Failure to initially support 
the Karzai government 
with security resources

• Failure to build Afghan 
security forces fast 
enough

• Putting in charge those 
who disintegrated the 
country under the 
warlords

Battle of Marjah (Operation Moshtarak)
When: 13 February – 7 December 2020
Who: ISAF Taliban / al-Qaeda

United States
United Kingdom
France
Estonia
Denmark
Canada

Islamic Republic of Afghanistan
United States
15,000+ 2,000-8,000

Casualties: 73+ 120+ killed
56 captured

Medal of Honor: Lance Corporal Kyle Carpenter, 2-9 Marines

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Moshtarak

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kyle_Carpenter#/media/File:Kyle_Carpenter_140618-M-LI307-0155.jpg

29

30



UMKC SPARK - Middle East-Past is Prologue (4) 17 October 2024

16

Controversy and 
Controversy

Green on Blue

Why?

What caused it?

Total Number Per Year
2017 – 3
2016 – 2
2015 – 2
2014 – 4
2013 – 13
2012 – 44
2011 – 16
2010 – 5
2009 – 5
2008 – 2

https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2012/08/green-on-blue_attack.php

Green-on-blue deaths per year, and 
percentage of Coalition deaths caused by 
such attacks:
2017 – 3
2016 – 4
2015 – 4 – 80%
2014 – 4 – 6%
2013 – 14 – 9.9%
2012 – 61 – 15%
2011 – 35 – 6%
2010 – 16 – 2%
2009 – 12 – 2%
2008 – 2 – less than 1%
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The Surge in Afghanistan

Why did we get this so wrong?

22 June 2010

Book and Movie

2012
417 pages

2017
122 minutes
Directed by David Michôd
Written by David Michôd
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Edward Snowden

Notable: Edward Snowden
Full Name: Edward Joseph Snowden
Birth: 21 June 1983, Elizabeth City, North Carolina, USA
Events:
• Born to a US Coast Guard and US government service oriented family
• An untraditional technology focused academic career
• Worked for CIA and private companies
• 2013 Hired by Booz Hamilton for a National Security Agency (NSA) contract

Became disillusioned with various government surveillance programs
20 May Traveled to Hong Kong on medical leave from the NSA facility in Hawaii
June Provided thousands of NSA documents to a variety of reporters
21 Jun DoJ unsealed charges against Snowden for violations of the Espionage Act
23 Jun Flew to Moscow, Russia

• Sep 2019  Memoir Permanent Record published
• Sep 2020  US Federal Court case United States v. Moalin expressed that some of the 

surveillance Snowden revealed was unconstitutional
• Oct 2020  Granted permanent residency in Russia
• Sep 2022  Granted Russian citizenship

Influence:
• Lt Gen Michael Hayden and other senior US government officials testified to the US Congress 

that NSA was not doing what Snowden alleged

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Snowden
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Recommended Podcasts

Generation Jihad

Fabulous discussion on 
the conduct of terrorism 
and terrorists.

John Batchelor 
Show

Best show to cover the 
entire globe in a week.
Great participants with 
Middle East focus.

Hold Your Fire!

My least favorite, but it 
offers a left of center 
perspective on conflict 
and includes numerous 
episodes on the Middle 
East and sub-Saharan 
Africa.

FDD Events

Specifically, “FDD 
Morning Brief” which 
posts three times a 
week.  The podcast 
provides an excellent 
summary of the recent 
events and an interview 
with a subject matter 
expert.

Contact Information

Brian L. Steed
www.narrativespace.net
www.narrative-strategies.com
narrativespace.net@gmail.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/brian-l-steed/
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