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Part 1 of 6

“In the Middle East there
is no such thing as an
expert, there are only

varying degrees of
ignorance.”

—A roughly accurate quote from a USMC
Middle East Foreign Area Officer (FAO)
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My Background

* Military Background — Served as an exchange officer in
the Jordanian Armed Forces

* Lived in Jordan and Israel for 5% years — lectured by
many cab drivers about Middle East history and U.S.
(and British) policy

* Deployed to Irag in 2005, 2010-2011, 2014-2015

* Taught U.S. Army officers for 13 years — military history,
Middle East history, military theory

* Published 5 books on GWOT related topics (Iraqg, ISIS,

Afghanistan)
My Approach

* As much as possible, teach this from the perspective of
the subject and not the learner

3
Approach
Most of the Material
—  Breadfh —]
30
)
Some of the Material
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B i T i
Version 4.0 (11 May 2015) 4
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Perception: Good Guys and Bad Guys

Edited . hups 0 utube.com/watch?v= 135 [accessed 24 March 2017] ]
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Seeing the Pyramid

Introspection: What do | see?
Empathetic Appreciation:
What do they see?

Elements of a Story

* Theme * Plot
— Central idea — Key Events
— Lesson/Moral — Solution

* Characters * Conflict
— Protagonist — Obstacles
— Antagonist

* Setting
— Time
— Place
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How it really is.

What are the Roots of
Conflict in the Middle <«
East?

Roots of Conflict [ 7 -
WWI - Present |.¢

Deep Roots of Conflict
Weakening of Empires — WWI

Agenda for Course

1. Lead up to 9/11
— What was 9/11?
— Why did 9/11 happen?
— Why did 9/11 come from Afghanistan?
— Why did the U.S think Iraq was involved in 9/117?

Invasion of Afghanistan

Invasion of Iraq

The Surges

Withdrawal from Iraq — Arrival of ISIS
Withdrawal from Afghanistan

ok wnN
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What was 9/11?

11

Flights and Casualties

0759 AAl1l1 767
0814 UA175 767
0820 AA77 757
0842 UA93 757

=
=
©
a.
-
=
=
o

BOS-LAX
BOS-LAX
IAD-LAX
EWR-SFO

North Tower
South Tower
The Pentagon
Shanksville, PA

0846
0903
0937
1003
Totals

76
51
53
33

4

2,603

125
0

33 213 19 3,277

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Casualties_of_the_September_11_attacksticite_note-13

fbi.

fter-the-fbi-si

11/the-flights
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Four Planes on 9/11
o, 3

WMASSACH T Boston
07591/AA11, Boeing 767, BOS-LAX, 81+11 (D

Logan
5649 9 Infemational
United Airli Afrport
Mewark nited Airlines -

i Intematichal Flight 175 StAN
] Unitgg Airlings Flight o Alort /. W 0846: AAL1 impacts North Tower
)

903: UA175 jmpacts Sou hTowerf‘eo

" 0842: UA93, Boeing 757, EWR-9 70 b@ 1028: North Tower collapses
. i 0959: South Tower collapses

0814: UA175, Boeing 767, BQ

Philadelpt =
e 1003: UA93 crashes Shanksville, Penn;ylvania
Diities Baltimore
(nternational
OSZ*AFUA Boeing 757, IAD-LAX, 5s_+s,:.o Washington D.C.
o 0937: AA77 impacts the Pentagon

American-Airlines Flight 77 MARYEANI

https://ar fbi arcl fter-the-fbi e-9-11/the-flights
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ATC Transcripts and Audio

(4:26)

9/11 ATC Transcripts & Audio - FAA NORAD Tapes

AIRBOYD

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DYBhgEm3j7Alist=PLPXaLVmujr5vVa3nS-r2_C1CqYaPWIU4index=3
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9/11 Hijackers

American Airlines
#11

Al Sugami  Waleed M. Alshehri  Wail M. Alshehri

American Airlines
#77

Moged Almihdhar MNawal Alhazmi

United Airlines
#93

~ ' e \
Alghamdi Al Haznawi Alnami

United Airlines
#175

Alomari

Salem Alhazmi

(&2

Jarrah

Al-Shehhi Alghamdi Al Qadi Banihammad ~ Hamza Alghamdi

Hanjour

Alshehri
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q
2,@96 killed®

6,000-25000+ wq

How could this happen?

https://en.wikipedia i 11

Read This

NATIONAL BESTSELLER

THE LOOMING
TOWER

AL=0AEDA/AND

THE-ROAD TO 9/11
LAWRENCE

This is the best single volume

explanation for the actions on
9/11 and the development of
salafi-jihadi-takfiri ideology.

\_face_south_tower_after_plane_strike_9-11.jpg
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Why did 9/11
happen?

17

US in the Middle East

Colllapselofthieliwin Statelof the Union:
Pillalrs Policy_,‘_,_/&g, i

|

Opersifel) Cyclone

.- Lo ~_ . o

Novemlberr 1979

Operations Desert Shield
DesertiStorm
lig]=

HUNDRED

HOUR WAR

2 August 1990 - 28 February 1991
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* Family
— Married five to six times.
* Chronology

expelled

— 1999: Placed on FBI "10 most wanted" list
Afghanistan, Iran, Pakistan - or dead

— 2011: Killed in Abbottabad, Pakistan
" Sien) Major Contributions in Thinking
- p* US. isinherently weak
_ Ef * Three Big Ideas

o 1. Need to fight America
sovw 2. Beat America through economy
- gt‘ 3. Fight America to overthrow local governments terrorist
- H * Initially, drive the U.S. out — then drag the U.S. in

Osama bin Laden

(1957-2011)

Between 20-26 children

— 1969: Father died in a helicopter crash — 1984: Traveled to Afghanistan

— 1988: Founded Al-Qaeda (the base) 1992: Returned to Saudi Arabia and then

2002: Variously reported to be in

nni

rist
ntion to

19

Near Enemy

ssnh Qutb

Egypt (local regimes)
Israel

Britain

France

United States

USSR

to

Abdullah Azzam

Israel

USSR

United States
Local Regimes
The West

Far Enemy

United States
Israel

Local Regimes
The West
USSR

20
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Two Helicopters + Beirut

Marine Barracks in Beirut after

US Embassy Bombed Bombing US Embassy Bombed
18 April 1983 23 October 1983 20 September 1984
63 dead 307 dead 24 dead
120 injured 150 injured 90 injured

21

1996: Declaration of War against the
Americans Occupying the Land of the Two
Holy Places

1998: Jihad Against Jews and Crusaders

The ruling to kill the Americans and their allies -- civilians and military -
- is an individual duty for every Muslim who can do it in any country in
which it is possible to do it, in order to liberate the al-Agsa Mosque
and the holy mosque [Mecca] from their grip, and in order for their
armies to move out of all the lands of Islam, defeated and unable to
threaten any Muslim. This is in accordance with the words of Almighty
Allah, "and fight the pagans all together as they fight you all together,"
and "fight them until there is no more tumult or oppression, and there
prevail justice and faith in Allah.” ...

We -- with Allah's help -- call on every Muslim who believes in Allah
and wishes to be rewarded to comply with Allah's order to kill the
Americans and plunder their money wherever and whenever they find
it. We also call on Muslim ulema, leaders, youths, and soldiers to
launch the raid on Satan's U.S. troops and the devil's supporters allying
with them, and to displace those who are behind them so that they
may learn a lesson.

htps://irp.fas.org/world/para/docs/980223-fatwa.htm

22

19 September 2024
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Rise of al-Qaeda

1993 World Trade Center Bombing 1996 Khobar Towers

23

Khobar Towers
25 June 1996

. evedt -
On-22- December 2006, Judge Rovce C Lamberth ruled-that Iran and ™
Hezbollah were dlrectiy and personally respons;ble for the attack

24

19 September 2024
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1998 Embassy Bombings

Nairobi, Keny Dar es Salaam, Tanzania
213 killed (12 Americans) 11 killed
4,000 wounded 85 wounded

7 August 1998

25

USS Cole Bombing
12 October 2000

26

19 September 2024

13



UMKC SPARK - Understanding GWOT (1)

Osama bin Laden
“Letter to America” (24 November 2002)

Why are we fighting: Because you attacked us and continue to attack us.

e Attacked us in Palestine, Somalia, supported the Russian atrocities against us in Chechnya, the
Indian oppression against us in Kashmir, and the Jewish aggression against us in Lebanon.

*  Under your supervision, consent and orders, the governments of our countries which act as your
agents, attack us on a daily basis;

*  You steal our wealth and oil at paltry prices ...

*  Your forces occupy our countries; you spread your military bases throughout them; you corrupt our
lands, and you besiege our sacred places, to protect the security of the Jews and to ensure the
continuity of your pillage of our treasures.

*  You have starved the Muslims of Irag, where children die every day. It is a wonder that more than
1.5 million Iraqi children have died as a result of your sanctions, and you did not show concern.

*  You have supported the Jews in their idea that Jerusalem is their eternal capital, and agreed to
move your embassy there. With your help and under your protection, the Israelis are planning to
destroy the Al-Agsa mosque.

You may then object that all the above does not justify aggression against civilians, for crimes they did

not commit and offenses in which they did not partake: ...

What are we calling you to, and what do we want from you?

*  The first thing that we are calling you to is Islam.

*  [S]top your oppression, lies, immorality and debauchery that has spread among you.

If the Americans refuse to listen to our advice and the goodness, guidance and righteousness that we

call them to, then be aware that you will lose this crusade Bush began, just like the other previous

crusades in which you were humiliated by the hands of the Mujahideen, fleeing to your home in great
silence and disgrace. If the Americans do not respond, then their fate will be that of the Soviets who
fled from Afghanistan to deal with their military defeat, political breakup, ideological downfall, and

economic bankruptcy.
https://archive.org/details/bin-laden-letter-to-america-2002/page/2/mode/2up

27

Why did 9/11
come from
Afghanistan?

28

19 September 2024
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The Importance of the Middle East
to the US is a Recent Phenomena
— About 40 Years

My Restatement
Before [1979] almost every
American military casualty
happened outside the Middle
~ East. Since [1979], almost
l every American military
“58 casualty happened inside the
ij HAEEV“:H Greater Middle East.

AMERICA'S WAR

FOR THE GREATER MIDDLE EAST

29
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1979

M| an Air 657

| Iran|»lraq Wa+ ‘-J' 0Ds

Lebanese Civil War

1948 1956 1967 1973 ‘ ." Hnsl{agesinl%bannn‘
* * * * ‘ \ IsrtaelinLeb}anon \ \ \

1941 @1953
Coup Coup
against  against
Shah PM

'
Exiled Supreme Leader Ruhollah Khomeini

[ e
N T R

“Embassy Attack / Hostages

; ‘ Desert One

= gor Visit

pld Deployment

USCENTCOM

© Oslo Peace Accords

. S
m T e

Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei

Qubs Force ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘

ussocom

|0perati4n Endul ril‘lg Freed+m (Afgthistan)

‘ OperatiA)n Iraqi F}eedom ‘

2006

4assim So’eimani ‘

Taliban

OBL Raid
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Soviet- Até‘,;gﬂhamstan Incursion

E)ecember 1979

SQUAD BATTLE

19 September 2024
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Carter Doctrine

* Excerpt

military force.

* Let our position be absolutely clear: An
attempt by any outside force to gain control of
the Persian Gulf region will be regarded as an
assault on the vital interests of the United
States of America, and such an assault will be
repelled by any means necessary, including

State of the Union Address — 23 January 1980

34

19 September 2024

17



UMKC SPARK - Understanding GWOT (1)

Carter Doctrine
State of the Union Address — 23 January 1980

* Longer Excerpt

* The region which is now threatened by Soviet troops in Afghanistan is of great
strategic importance: It contains more than two-thirds of the world's exportable
oil. The Soviet effort to dominate Afghanistan has brought Soviet military forces to
within 300 miles of the Indian Ocean and close to the Straits of Hormuz, a
waterway through which most of the world's oil must flow. The Soviet Union is
now attempting to consolidate a strategic position, therefore, that poses a grave
threat to the free movement of Middle East oil.

This situation demands careful thought, steady nerves, and resolute action, not
only for this year but for many years to come. It demands collective efforts to meet
this new threat to security in the Persian Gulf and in Southwest Asia. It demands
the participation of all those who rely on oil from the Middle East and who are
concerned with global peace and stability. And it demands consultation and close
cooperation with countries in the area which might be threatened.

Meeting this challenge will take national will, diplomatic and political wisdom,
economic sacrifice, and, of course, military capability. We must call on the best
that is in us to preserve the security of this crucial region.

Let our position be absolutely clear: An attempt by any outside force to gain
control of the Persian Gulf region will be regarded as an assault on the vital
interests of the United States of America, and such an assault will be repelled by
any means necessary, including military force.

35

Afghanistan’s Governments

Monarchy Warlord

Secular Communist
Coup Qn (1978)
Taliban

- ~ [Zl
Mohammed hd Burhanuddin
Zahir Shah h Rabbani
(1933-1973) 2) (1992-1996)

Muhammed
Omar

\ (1996-2001)

Babrak
Karmal
(1979-1986)

TI978-1979]  (1975-1979)

36
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Abdullah Yusuf Azzam

(1941-1989)

 J: Redefined jihad as entirely militant and necessary
 J: Arequirement for all Muslims — the global
message.

37

Azzam'’s Logic for Jihad Being a
Requirement for All Muslims

Super Power

Islam = submission to the will of God
Muslim = one who has submitted to the will of God

38

19
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Taliban
Narrative Displacement

1996

Warlord

Tribal Leaders

39

Taliban

WAR PAME S
WAR COMES

THIRTY YEARS OF CONFLICT
ON THE AFGHAN FRONTIER

CARTER MALKASIAN

40

19 September 2024
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Why did the
U.S. think Irag

was involved in
9/11?

41

b = Lo
™ AR ot 18

Why Iraq?
Could these guys really pull this off?

2

" *Without the hélp of a state

42

19 September 2024
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U.S. vs Iraq

1987 Attack of USS Stark

1990 Invasion of Kuwait
1990-2003 UN Sanctions and Monitoring
1991 Operation Desert Storm

1991-1996 Operation Provide Comfort
1992-2003 Operation Southern Watch

1993 Assassination plot — former Pres Bush
1998 Operation Desert Fox

43

Zo VB e et | . Caspian

R ] Iran-lraq War
6 Ty \\ ¢ 4 Camp\aign/Méps
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Iran-lraq War

Who: Islamic Republic of Iran
110,000-215,000
Ruhollah Khomeini Saddam Hussein
Military Dead: 200,000-600,000 105,000-500,000
Civilians Dead: 100,000+

Iragi Republic
200,000-210,000

When: 22 September 1980 — 20 August 1988

)
Operation Earnest Will L T
(24 July 1987 — 26 September 1988) Halabja "

(Qasr-e
sShirin
» » Kermanshah

US Navy escorting of reflagged
Kuwaiti oil tankers

USS Stark
(17 May 1987)

Baghdad =

IRAQ

... Conquered

Struck by two Exocet missiles
fired from an Iraqgi F-1 Mirage.

- -4 by Iraq
4 *" 1980-1982

y | Conquered
& by Iran
1985-1988

45

Iraq Accusations Against Kuwait

Iraq owed $14 billion from war debts

Kuwait exceeded OPEC quota of petroleum
production

Kuwait was slant drilling into Rumaila Field
» Kuwait was historic province of Iraq

46

19 September 2024
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Operation Desert Storm

Who:  United States Iragi Republic
UK, France, KSA, Egypt, &
950,000+ ~600,000
G Bush, J Major, Others Saddam Hussein
Coalition Casualties
Dead: 292 20,000-50,000
Wounded 776 75,000+

Captured 80,000-175,000
When: 17 Jan— 28 Feb 1991 ;

47

By the Numbers

Coalition: 39 countries, of which 28 contributed combat forces
Ground/air force size: Approximately 670,000 troops from 28 countries, 425,000 of which
were from the United States.
Coalition air component size: 2,250 combat aircraft, 1,800 of which were American
U.S. combat related deaths: 147 Iraqi deaths: 100,000+
U.S. non-combat related deaths: 145
Coalition POWSs taken during the war: 26  Iraqi POWs taken during the war: 70,000+
Coalition aircraft lost: 75 (63 U.S./12 allied) Iraqi aircraft lost in air-to-air engagements: 42
Iraqi aircraft lost on the ground: 81
Iraqi aircraft flown to Iran: 137
Number of oil well fires Saddam set off: 610
Millions of gallons of crude oil dumped into the Persian Gulf: Up to 11 million barrels
Coalition sorties flown: 100,000+
Tons of bombs dropped: 88,500
Dollars Iraq owed Kuwait before they invaded: $14 billion
Iraqi SCUD missiles launched: 81
Aerial refueling: 15,434 sorties and dispensed 110.2 million gallons of fuel
Number of dumb bombs dropped: 210,004 of which 39.336 were cluster munitions
Number of smart bombs (LGB/EO) dropped: 9,342
Duration of air campaign before ground invasion: 39 days
Ground war duration: 100 hours

753347671

48
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Operation Desert Storm_ ...
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1990s Sa

nctions against Iraq
J.'

http://corporatewelfare.org/articles/2002/iraqgate/

50
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UN Sanctions

« UNSCR661 Comprehensive sanctions

* UNSCRs 660, 661, 662, 664, 665, 666, 667,
669, 670, 674, 677, 678 and 687

Eliminating WMDs, extended range ballistic
missiles, and support for terrorism

51

Post Desert Storm Operations

Operation Provide Comfort
March 1991 — 31 December 1996

Creation of safe havens in northern Iraq to
protect Kurdish refugees

Effectively created a Kurdish autonomous region
in northern Iraq

Operation Southern Watch
26 August 1992 — 20 March 2003

Creation of no-fly zones in southern Iraq below
either the 32" or 33 parallels

Intended to provide protection for Shia (sort of)

52
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George H.W. Bush
Assassination Plot

13 April 1993 Kuwaiti authorities arrested 14
for a plot to assassinate Bush with a car bomb

14-16 April 1993 Bush visit to Kuwait

27 June 1993

US Navy launches 23 Tomahawk cruise
missiles against Iraq

53

Operation Desert Fox

Who:  United States Iragi Republic
United Kingdom
W Clinton, A Blair Saddam Hussein
Primarily cruise missiles and bombing.

Casualties (killed and wounded) 242-1,400

When: 16-19 December 1998 -

Previous Air/Cruise Missile Strikes:
* January 1993

* April 1993

* September 1996

First combat use of B1

First time women flew combat sorties for US Navy :
Previously considered using bombing to compel return of inspectors, but the
threat alone worked. No inspectors were allowed to return following Desert Fox.
Accusations of conducting to distract from impeachment.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1998_bombing_of_Irag#/mediaFile:Desert_fox_missile.jpg

54
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Books from Steve Coll

THE NEW YORK TIMES

DIRECTORATE S

GHOST WARS

STEVE COLL

2019
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Contact Information

Brian L. Steed

www.narrativespace. net

www.narrative-strategies.com
narrativespace.net@gmail.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/brian-I-steed/
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BRIAN L.STEED

N S NARRATIVE
STRATEGIES

CHANGING THE WAY POWER WORKS
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