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War in the
Book of Mormon

Understanding 
Mormon’s Metaphor

Part 6 of 8

All opinions and suppositions expressed in this work are entirely those of the author and in no 
way reflect the positions, opinions, or policies of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

War in the Book of Mormon
An Eight Part Series of Lectures

20 January Introduction to the Book of Mormon

3 February War in Lehi’s World, the Small Plates of Nephi, 
and Anti-Christs

16 March Zeniffites and Jaredites

13 April Alma and the Power of Missionaries

25 May Moroni at the Beginning

15 June The Amalickiahite War

13 July Gadianton Robbers and the Change in Warfare

3 August Mormon

All are welcome to attend.
At the Leavenworth Ward Chapel (1020 Limit Street, Leavenworth, KS)

7:00 PM on the nights indicated
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More Details Available

Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/warinthebookofmormon)

Email (warinthebookofmormon@gmail.com) 

Uploaded Slides

Most Important Points

• Surrounding v. Surrounded
• Details Matter
• Mormon understood our journey through 

life as a military campaign
• Mormon’s three great sermons

– 1st Battle of Manti (Alma 43-44)
– Amalickiahite War (Alma 46-62)
– Gadianton Robber War (Helaman & 3 Nephi)

• Preparation – Covenants – Unity

• Whet your appetite for feasting on the 
Book of Mormon
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Agenda

• Chronology

• Change in leadership

• Timeline

• Lamanite Strategy

• 19 RJ—A Busy Year

• Year by Year of War
– 2000 Stripling Warriors

– 2nd Battle of Gid

• Conclusion

Review
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Mormon’s Medium of Choice
Even though Mormon is not teaching history or
military tactics, he does provide tremendous
insight into them. War is Mormon’s medium of
choice for teaching his readers. The details he
includes in his military events are there to teach
us specific lessons. We must understand
conflict as he did to understand the messages
he is sending us.

Details Matter!

Timeline
1 Nephi

2 Nephi

Jacob

Enos

Jarom

Omni

Mosiah

Alma
Helaman

3 Nephi

4 Nephi

Mormon

Moroni

Time Chapters
1%

4%

5%

6%

8%

22%

4%

4%
5%

4%

28%

7%

2%

10%

15%

3%

0.5%

0.5%

0.5%

13%

28%
7%

14%

0.5%

4%

4%

600 BC

421 AD

1.3%
7%
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Mormon’s Points of Emphasis

Why?

Unity Cycle

Righteousness 
and Prosperity

Pride and 
Wickedness

D estruction and 
Suffering

H umility and 
Repentance

Righteousness 
and Prosperity

Pride and 
Wickedness

D estruction and 
Suffering

H umility and 
Repentance

Pride C ycle

Righteousness 

and Unity

Prosperity or 
Trial

Contention
War and 
Suffering

Dissention

Repentance

1) Alma 3:26-4:2

2) Alma 4:3-4
3) Alma 4:5

4) Alma 4:6-8

5) Alma 4:8-12
Alma2’s efforts (Alma 5-15) prevent a full 
dissention with exception of Ammonihah.
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Wars in the Book of Mormon

I. Lehite Family War c. 588-559 BC

II. Mulekite War c. 585-220 BC

III. 1st Lehite Clan War c. 544-520 BC

IV. 2nd Lehite Clan War c. 520-420 BC

V. 1st Lehite Tribal War c. 399-361 BC

VI. 1st Lehite Tribal Group War c. 323-279 BC

VII. 2nd Lehite Tribal Group War c. 279-220 BC

1st Destruction of Nephite State     c. 220 BC

VIII. Zeniffite Colony War 201-121 BC

IX. 1st Nephite Civil War c. 180-170 BC

X. Anti-Nephi-Lehi War 91-77 BC

XI. Amlicite War 91-87 BC

XII. Zoramite War 75-74 BC

XIII. Amalickiahite War 73-61 BC

XIV. Tubaloth’s War 53-51 BC

XV. 2nd Nephite Civil War 46-38 BC

XVI. Dual Dissension War 38-29 BC

XVII. 3rd Nephite Civil War 20-18 BC

XVIII. Gadianton Robber War 12 BC-27 AD

2nd Destruction of Nephite State     30 AD

XIX. 2nd Nephite Tribal War 30-34 AD

XX. 1st Post-Visit War 322 AD

XXI. 2nd Post-Visit War 327-330 AD

XXII. 3rd Post-Visit War 344-350 AD

XXIII. 4th Post-Visit War 361-367 AD

XXIV. 5th Post-Visit War 375-385 AD

3rd Destruction of Nephite State     385 AD

XXV. Intra-Lamanite Wars c. 385-401 AD

Exemplars
people and events that served as THE example

• Ammon
• Missionaries
• Alma
• Battle of Manti
• Moroni
• Amalickiah
• Amalickiahite War
• 2,000 Stripling Warriors
• Gadianton Robbers
• Battle of Consolidated Settlement

Technical Conflict
Ideal Engagement Technique

Warrior-Leader
Battle Narrative
Soldier of Christ
Satan Archetype

War Metaphor
Covenant Keepers

Disunity
Unity
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Part 6 of 8

Chronology
• Starts in 19 RJ

– Dissention of Amalickiah

– Amalickiah becomes Lamanite King

– Attacks on Nephite West—Ammonihah & 
Noah

• 13 Years of War (3 years no fighting?)

• Fights over more than 13 cities.

• Ends in 31 RJ
– Lamanite Armies Fleeing Nephite Lands

– Nephites in Control of All Lands
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Major Battles as Recorded
in the Amalickiahite War (defined by multiple verses)

• Battle of Onidah (19 verses) Deception & Surround
• 2nd Battle of Ammonihah (12 verses) See and Flee
• 2nd Battle of Noah (13 verses) Surrounded by Fortifications
• 1st Battle of Bountiful (5 verses) Ambush?
• 2,000 Stripling Warriors (27 verses) Draw Out & Surround
• 2nd Battle of Prisoners (10 verses) Overrun
• 3rd Battle of Cumeni (7 verses) Surround
• 3rd Battle of Manti (16 verses) Draw Out & Capture 
• 3rd Battle of Mulek (20 verses) Draw Out & Surround
• 2nd Battle of Gid (12 verses) Arm Prisoners & Surround
• 2nd Battle of Nephihah (9 verses) Escalade & Surround
• 2nd Battle of Moroni (6 verses) Attack

12 Battles – 7 of 12 won through surrounding

Change in Leadership

Change in Chief Judge

Mosiah2 – Alma2 1 RJ
Alma2 – Nephihah 9 RJ
Nephihah – Pahoran 24 RJ
Pahoran – Pahoran2 40 RJ
Pahoran2 – Pacumeni 40 RJ
Pacumeni – Helaman2 42 RJ
Helaman2 – Nephi4 53 RJ
Nephi4 – Cezoram 62 RJ
Cezoram – C’s Son 66 RJ
C’s Son – Seezoram 66 RJ
Seezoram – ? 71 RJ
? – ? (assumed) ?
? – Lachoneus ?
Lachoneus – Lachoneus2 121 RJ

Dissention/Conflict

Amlici (4th) 5 RJ
Ammonihah 11 RJ
King-Men (8th) 25 RJ
Paanchi (11th) 40 RJ
Tuboloth’s War 39-41 RJ
? (12th) 46 RJ
Dual Dissention (13&14th) 54-56 RJ
Dual Dissention War Ends 63 RJ
Gadianton Murder 66 RJ
Gadianton Murder 66 RJ
3rd Nephite Civil War 72-74 RJ
? (15th) ~80 RJ
Attack of Gadianton State 105 RJ
2nd Destruction of Nephites 121 RJ
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Timeline

Alma2

East—Teancum

Anti-Nephi-Lehi

King of Lamanites

Nephihah

Zoram2

8
0

 B
C

7
5

 B
C

7
0

 B
C

6
5

 B
C

6
0

 B
C

2
5

 R
J

2
0

 R
J

1
5

 R
J

3
0

 R
J

Zoramite War

Amalickiahite War

Amalickiahite Dissention

Amalickiah

Western—Reinforce Success

Eastern

Moriantonite Dissention

1st King-Men Dissention

Eastern—Capture Bountiful

Western—Capture Zarahemla

Western—Reconquest

Eastern—Initial Reconquest

2nd King-Men Dissention

Eastern—Final Reconquest

Ammoron

Moroni

Helaman2

Pahoran

West—Antipus
West—Helaman2

Lamanite Strategy (Maybe)

• Build Confidence—Return to the only place of 
Lamanite military success since 11 RJ (Amalickiah’s 
Western Campaign—20 RJ)

• Capture Bountiful and Surround Nephites—
Complete what Morianton failed to achieve and 
realize the great Nephite fear. (Amalickiah’s Eastern 
Campaign—25 RJ)

• Capture Zarahemla (Ammoron’s Western 
Campaign—26 RJ)
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19 RJ—A Busy Year
• Contentions within Nephite 

Society

• Church Members Dissent 

• Title of Liberty

• Amalickiah Dissention

• Nephite Pursuit of 
Amalickiah

• 2nd Battle of South 
Wilderness

• Amalickiah Convinces 
Lamanite King to Fight 
Nephites

• Lamanite Dissention

• Battle of Onidah

• Assassination of Lamanite 
King

• Amalickiah becomes King of 
Lamanites

• Amalickiah convinces 
Lamanites to Fight Nephites

• 2nd Battle of Ammonihah

• 2nd Battle of Noah

Year by Year
19 
RJ

Usurpation!

Western Campaign
1. Last Win was at Ammonihah (81 BC or 11 RJ)
2. Amalickiah Becomes Lamanite King (73 BC or 19 RJ)
3. Repeat the Win!
4. Attack Ammonihah
5. Failure and Failure!

Moroni

Lehi

19
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Year by Year
20 
RJ

Eastern Campaign
1. Clear Lamanite villages from Eastern area
2. Clear terrain of wilderness
3. Establish new cities

Moroni

Year by Year
21 
RJ

Eastern Campaign
1. Clear Lamanite villages from Eastern area
2. Clear terrain of wilderness
3. Establish new cities

Moroni

21
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Year by Year
22 
RJ

Eastern Campaign
1. Clear Lamanite villages from Eastern area
2. Clear terrain of wilderness
3. Establish new cities

Moroni

Year by Year
23 
RJ

Eastern Campaign
1. Clear Lamanite villages from Eastern area
2. Clear terrain of wilderness
3. Establish new cities
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Year by Year
24 
RJ

Eastern Campaign

Moriantonite Dissention
1. Contention over land with People of Lehi
2. Morianton gathers people and flees north
3. Teancum defeats Morianton in battle
4. People of Morianton return to land

2nd Change of Chief Judge
(Nephihah-Pahoran)

Moroni

Teancum

Amalickiah’s Eastern Campaign
• Same time as King-Men Campaign—

Serendipitous Opportunity or Contrived Plan

• Six Year Commitment of Raising and Training an 
Army

• Amalickiah Led Army—No one else to blame.

• Use of Seashore as a Defensive Screen—Enemy 
in Only One Direction

• City Assaults by Lamanites

• Objective: Bountiful and Land Northward
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Amalickiah’s Eastern Campaign

Nephites

Total Garrisons (6)

• Army Size 3,500-7,000

• Casualties ~1,750

Battle of Bountiful

• Army Size ~2,000

• Casualties ~100

Lamanites

Initial Size

• Army Size ~12-25,000

• Casualties 1,750-3,500

Battle of Bountiful

• Army Size ~6-12,000

• Casualties 1,200-2,000

Year by Year
25 
RJ

King-Men
Dissention

King-Men Dissention
1. Refuse to fight invading Lamanite army
2. Moroni leads forces against them

Eastern Campaign—Bountiful
1. Assault and take 6 cities in a single campaign
2. Stopped outside Bountiful by Teancum
3. Teancum kills Amalickiah in his tent

Moroni

Lehi

Teancum

27

28



War in the Book of Mormon: Understanding Mormon's Metaphor, Part 6 of 8 14 June 2024

15

Year by Year
26 
RJ

King-Men
Dissention

King-Men Dissention
1. Moroni continues attacks against King-Men

Eastern Campaign—Bountiful
1. Lamanite army holds cities
2. Ammoron becomes king
3. Teancum defends in the east

Western Campaign—Zarahemla
1. Moroni appoints Antipus as commander in west
2. Assault and take 4 cities in a single campaign
3. Dissention plays a role in the capture of the cities
4. Zarahemla protected

Moroni

Lehi

Teancum

Antipus

Year by Year
27 
RJ

King-Men
Dissention

King-Men Dissention
1. Moroni continues attacks against King-Men

Eastern Campaign—Reconquest
1. Lamanite army holds cities
2. Teancum defends in the east—attempts attack on 

Mulek

Western Campaign—Reconquest
1. First attack to reconquer lost cities
2. Helaman becomes commander in west

Moroni
Lehi

Teancum

AntipusHelaman

29
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2000 Stripling Warriors

Power of Faith (REAL Power)
Alma 56
47 Now they never had fought, yet they did not fear death; and they 
did think more upon the liberty of their fathers than they did upon 
their lives; yea, they had been taught by their mothers, that if they did 
not doubt, God would deliver them.
48 And they rehearsed unto me the words of their mothers, saying: 
We do not doubt our mothers knew it.

Alma 57
19 But behold, my little band of two thousand and sixty fought most 
desperately; yea, they were firm before the Lamanites, and did 
administer death unto all those who opposed them.
20 … those two thousand and sixty were firm and undaunted.
21 Yea, and they did obey and observe to perform every word of 
command with exactness; yea, and even according to their faith it was 
done unto them; and I did remember the words which they said unto 
me that their mothers had taught them.
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Covenants and Consequences

• Enter covenant—lay down weapons (23:6-7)
• Renew covenant—bury weapons (24:17-18)
• Keep covenant—1st slaughter (24:21)
• 1st acceptance sinners into community (24:26)
• Keep covenant—2nd slaughter (25:7)
• 2nd acceptance sinners into community (25:14)
• Keep covenant—3rd slaughter (27:2)
• Accept slavery (27:8)
• 1st resettlement (27:26)
• 2nd resettlement (35:13)

Covenants and Consequences

• Enter covenant—lay down weapons (23:6-7)
• Renew covenant—bury weapons (24:17-18)
• Keep covenant—1st slaughter (24:21)
• 1st acceptance sinners into community (24:26)
• Keep covenant—2nd slaughter (25:7)
• 2nd acceptance sinners into community (25:14)
• Keep covenant—3rd slaughter (27:2)
• Accept slavery (27:8)
• 1st resettlement (27:26)
• 2nd resettlement (35:13)
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Year by Year
28 
RJ

King-Men
Dissention

King-Men Dissention
1. Moroni concludes campaign against King-Men
2. Imprison those who won’t take oath

Eastern Campaign—Reconquest
1. Moroni and Lehi join Teancum
2. Take Mulek

Western Campaign—Reconquest
1. Helaman defends in the west

Moroni
Lehi

Teancum

Helaman

Year by Year
29 
RJ

King-Men
Dissention

King-Men Dissention
1. King-Men start up again and intimidate populace
2. Capture Zarahemla and drive Governor out

Eastern Campaign—Reconquest
1. Difficult night attack on Gid to free prisoners

Western Campaign—Reconquest
1. Nephite army near starvation—then reinforcement
2. Series of attacks, defenses, and victories
3. Bait and switch used to final effect

Moroni

Lehi

Teancum

Helaman
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Gid

N

2nd Amalickiahite War
Eastern Theater

2nd Battle of Gid
Alma 55:16-27
63 BC (29 RJ)

Gid

N

Nephites Lamanites

Forces
4,000 4,000

Leaders
Moroni ?????

Killed

0        0
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Gid

N 2nd Battle of Gid
Sketch 1 of 3

Alma 55:16-27
63 BC (29 RJ)

Preamble: Battle a result of frustrated 
attempt to negotiate release of 
prisoners.  Moroni swore “I will seek 
death among them until they shall 
sue for peace.” (3)

1. Nephite prisoners guarded in city of 
Gid. (7)

2. Moroni sought for a descendant of 
Laman. (4)

3. Selected former servant of Lamanite 
king. (5)

2 13

Gid

N 2nd Battle of Gid
Sketch 2 of 3

Alma 55:16-27
63 BC (29 RJ)

1. Sent Laman and a small number of 
men to go to guards and get them 
drunk. (5-14)

2. Moroni prepared extra weapons. (16)
3. Laman returned to Moroni and 

informed him. (15)
4. Moroni armed prisoners—men, 

women, and children. (17)

1

2
3

4
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Gid

N 2nd Battle of Gid
Sketch 3 of 3

Alma 55:16-27
63 BC (29 RJ)

1. Prisoners could gain possession within 
the walls. (20)

2. Moroni had army withdraw a pace 
from the Lamanites. (21)

3. Lamanites awake and know they are 
surrounded. Chief captains call for 
weapons and surrender. (22-23)

1

2

3

Gid

N
Lessons

• Angry Oath versus Considered Action

• Calling the Right Person—Cause a Search

• Lull the Enemy to Sleep and Surround

• Arm the Prisoners

• Function with a Purpose (Soldier versus Warrior and 
Priesthood versus Priestcraft)
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Year by Year
30 
RJ

King-Men
Dissention

Eastern Campaign—Reconquest
1. Lamanites from west attack and capture Nephihah
2. Teancum and Lehi defend

King-Men Dissention
1. Moroni and Pahoran exchange letters
2. Moroni brings army and attacks King-Men
3. Execution of King-Men

West
1. Helaman defends

Mormon
123 Main Street
Cumorah, LN

King of Lamanites
123 Main Street
Jordan, LN

$2$2

Mormon
123 Main Street
Cumorah, LN

King of Lamanites
123 Main Street
Jordan, LN

$2$2

Mormon
123 Main Street
Cumorah, LN

King of Lamanites
123 Main Street
Jordan, LN

$2$2

Mormon
123 Main Street
Cumorah, LN

King of Lamanites
123 Main Street
Jordan, LN

$2$2

Moroni

Lehi

Teancum

Helaman

Year by Year
31 
RJ

Eastern Campaign—Reconquest
1. Teancum and Lehi receive 6,000 reinforcements
2. Lamanites attack to reinforce Zarahemla—defeated
3. Moroni and Pahoran attack in center
4. Teancum and Lehi attack from the north
5. Forces meet at Moroni—Teancum killed

West
1. Helaman defends
2. Receives 6,000 reinforcements

Moroni

Lehi

Teancum

Helaman

Pahoran
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Common Themes
• Careful planning

• Arms and armor

• Fortifications

• Use spies

• Understand the enemy

• Covenants bind units

• Be in the right place

• Strengthen the army

• Head the enemy—block 
progress

• Go against the enemy in the 
strength of the Lord

• Remind the army of its 
purpose

• Careful selection of where 
to put the strongest 
servants

• Surround the opponent

• Act decisively when 
opportunities present

• Take a companion

• Covenants matter!

– allow repentance

– provide strength

Conclusion

• Mormon understood our journey through life 
as a military campaign

• Mormon’s three great sermons
– 1st Battle of Manti (Alma 43-44)
– Amalickiahite War (Alma 46-62)
– Gadianton Robber War (Helaman & 3 Nephi)

• The details in these battles are Mormon’s 
points for us to consider and apply

• There are more details than shared here
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More Details Available

Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/warinthebookofmormon)

Email (warinthebookofmormon@gmail.com) 

Uploaded Slides

War in the Book of Mormon
An Eight Part Series of Lectures

20 January Introduction to the Book of Mormon

3 February War in Lehi’s World, the Small Plates of Nephi, 
and Anti-Christs

16 March Zeniffites and Jaredites

13 April Alma and the Power of Missionaries

25 May Moroni at the Beginning

15 June The Amalickiahite War

13 July Gadianton Robbers and the Change in Warfare

3 August Mormon

All are welcome to attend.
At the Leavenworth Ward Chapel (1020 Limit Street, Leavenworth, KS)

7:00 PM on the nights indicated
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