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All opinions and suppositions expressed in this work are entirely those of the author and in no
way reflect the positions, opinions, or policies of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.
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War in the Book of Mormon \;?z'r;’/
An Eight Part Series of Lectures :

20 January Introductionitothe Book of Mormon

3 February War-in Lehi’s World; the Small-Plates of Nephi,
and Anti-Christs

16 March Zeniffites and Jaredites

13 Agril Alma and'the Power of Missionaries

25 May Moroni at the Beginning

15 June The Amalickiahite War

13 July Gadianton Robbers and the Change in Warfare
3 August Mormon

All are welcome to attend.
At the Leavenworth Ward Chapel (1020 Limit Street, Leavenworth, KS)
7:00 PM on the nights indicated
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More Details Available
Uploaded Slides

Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/warinthebookofmormon)
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Emall (warinthebookofmormon@gmail.com)
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Unity

Most Important Points \VZ,

e Cinematic storytelling — showing before telling
Details Matter
Preparation — Covenants — Unity
How we should conduct ourselves
How Satan works

Whet your appetite for feasting on the Book
of Mormon
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Unity

% Agenda

e Tremendous Battle of the e Preparation
Wilderness — Developments

e Zoramite War— — Campaign of the East

1st Battle of Manti Witicties,

e Moriantonite
e 19 RJ—A Busy Year

Dissention Campaign
— Moroni and the Title of Liberty GnelisiEn
— Amalickiah

¢ Dissention of a Knowing Leader
e Satan’s Tactics—Gaining the Kingship
e Strategy
— 2nd Battles of Ammonihah and Noah
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Timeline \'%‘if'
1% 1 Nephi 10%
4%  2Nephi  15% Chapters
5% Jacob 3%
6% Enos 0.5%
8% Jarom 0.5%
22% Omni 0.5%
1% 4% Mosiah 13%

4% Alma 28%
5% Helaman 7%

4% 3 Nephi 14%

28% 4 Nephi 0.5%

7% Mormon 4%
Moroni
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Mormon’s Points of Emphasis
Preparation

Covena nts
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Lehite Family War

Mulekite War

1st Lehite Clan War

2nd Lehite Clan War

1st Lehite Tribal War

1st Lehite Tribal Group War
2nd Lehite Tribal Group War

. Zeniffite Colony War

1st Nephite Civil War
Anti-Nephi-Lehi War
Amlicite War
Zoramite War

. Amalickiahite War

. 588-559 BC
. 585-220 BC
. 544-520 BC
. 520-420 BC
.399-361 BC
. 323-279 BC
. 279-220 BC

c. 220 BC
201-121 BC

. 180-170 BC

91-77 BC
91-87 BC
75-74 BC
73-61 BC

XIV.
XV.
XVI.
XVII.

XVIII.

Tubaloth’s War

2nd Nephite Civil War
Dual Dissension War
3rd Nephite Civil War
Gadianton Robber War

2nd Destruction of Nephite State

XIX.
XX.
XXI.
XXII.

XXII.
XXIV.

2nd Nephite Tribal War
1st Post-Visit War
2nd Post-Visit War
3rd Post-Visit War
4th Post-Visit War
5th Post-Visit War

3rd Destruction of Nephite State

XXV.

Intra-Lamanite Wars

Wars in the Book of Mormon "‘f

53-51 BC
46-38 BC
38-29 BC
20-18 BC

12 BC-27 AD
30 AD
30-34 AD
322 AD
327-330 AD
344-350 AD
361-367 AD
375-385 AD
385 AD

c. 385-401 AD
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S Tremendous Battle of the Wilderness

w‘*%

Exemplars \VZ)

people and events that served as THE example

Ammon Technical Conflict
Missionaries Ideal Engagement Technique
Alma Warrior-Leader
Battle of Manti Battle Narrative
Moroni Soldier of Christ
Amalickiah Satan Archetype
Amalickiahite War War Metaphor
2,000 Stripling Warriors Covenant Keepers
Gadianton Robbers Disunity
Battle of Consolidated Settlement

History (raphia ( w;/

\-._,

1. Anti-Nephi-Lehis given land of Jershon
2. Pursuing Lamanite army attacks and there is a tremendous battle in the wilderness.

,\u‘/-"o
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“~ Wilderness (Alma 28:1-3)

e THE Watershed of Military History between
Mosiah, and Jesus Christ

e War Before
— Mostly Open-Field Battles
— Lamanites led by Lamanites

o War After

— Mostly City Centered—Defenses or Attacks of
Fortified Locations

— When not City Centered—Increased Use of
Deception

— Armor
— Lamanites Led by Dissenters
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Comparison
Tremendous Battle Battle of Manti

of the Wilderness

Forces 80,000-160,000 Forces 13,500-18,000
(N) 40-80,000 (L) 40-80,000 (N) 4,500-6,000 (L) 9-12,000

Killed >35,000 Killed 2,900-8,000
(N) 1,000s (L) 10,000s (N) 900-2,000 (L) 2-6,000

Verses 3 Verses 75
Words 143  Words 3,456
Alma 28:1-3
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Timeline

King of Lamanites | Ammoron
Anti-Nephi-Lehi Amalickiah

Amalicki?hite War

u 1 King-Men Dissenti
Amalickiahite Dissention Y e i

Eastern Initial
t r )

)
Eastern—Capture Bountiful
Western—Reiﬁnforce Success r Westem—Cap\ure Zarahenila

Eastern—Final Reconquest

Western—i{econquest
i

: i !
l_‘_\ 2" King-Men Dissention @
Q
I}

— I — I
\_&l =
54

Zoramite War

| East—Teancum

West—Antipus
West—Helaman,

Pahoran

L]
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Technology Transfer

e Dissention creates opportunities for ideas to
migrate from Nephites to Lamanites

e Amulon teaches Lamanites Nephite language
and cunning

e Amalickiah teaches armor

e Amalickiah trains in active siege techniques
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Book of Mormon

Evolution of Armor

Jaredite
Breastplates—Large, Made of Brass & Copper, Perfectly Sound

Shields, Breastplates, Head—plates, Clothed after the manner of war
' Lamanites

Short skin girdle about loins, Heads shaven
Armor girded about them

Aztec Armor
lﬁllﬁlIﬁlﬁllﬁllﬁllﬁllﬁllﬁllﬁlﬁllﬁllﬁlﬁlﬁllﬁllﬁllﬁlﬁllﬁlﬁllﬁllﬁllﬁllﬁl

Roman Armor
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Ellﬁl

Moroni’s Armor

What is Mormon
showing his
reader?

(By the way, he also tells us.)
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Moroni’s Armor

1%t Battle of Jershon (18 RJ) Title of Liberty (19 RJ)

¢ Nephites ¢ Nephites
— Breastplates — Head-plate
— Arm-=shields — Breastplate
— Shields to defend their heads — Shields

(head-plates) — Armor about loins
— Thick clothing

2"d Battle of Ammonihah (19 RJ)  2"d Battle of Noah (19 RJ)

e lLamanites e lLamanites
— Shields — Shields
— Breastplates — Breastplates
— Head-plates
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"‘-"‘” What do we learn from Armor "“*“

Deliberate
Time consuming

Dichotomous

— Limited (covers specific areas), but overlapping
protection

— Defensive, but offensive (is and allows for)

Operate within its scope

IﬁllﬁllﬁllﬁllﬁllﬁlIﬁllﬁllﬁllﬁllﬁllﬁllﬁllﬁllﬁllﬁllﬁllﬁllﬁllﬁllﬁllﬁllﬁllﬁlﬁl
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\Y Technical vs. Tactical Strategy /'

Technical Strategy Tactical Strategy

p e s s p" s GIphichers® P P P P PPy
ah"i"h‘h.bbh‘h.bskl.ﬁ:lhh:bhb‘.t.h‘hhﬁhi’.

The way that one person uses  The way a unit fights another
weapons or fights another unit on the battlefield.
person.
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History (raphia
Zoramite War

1. Anti-Nephi-Lehis moved to land of Melek
2. Lamanites attack
* Combined with Zoramites
+ Deterred at Jershon by Nephite armor
* Lamanite army moves to Manti
* Nephite army moves to Manti
* Battle of Manti

e EEEEEEEEEEEE
ElEEEEEEEEEEE el
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N7 Battle of Manti

e THE Battle Narrative in the Book of
Mormon

e Details Matter!

e Mormon teaches about Moroni through
example before he uses words.

e Watch the issues of Moroni’s personality.

e Qualities of command:
— Planning
— Preparation
— Audacity
— Security
— Command
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' Zoramite War
15t Battle of Manti

Alma 43:3-44:23
74 BC (18 RJ)

14 June 2024
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Manti
O EEm
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Manti
B EEE
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Battle of Manti— ‘;u;;r; :

- Specific Recipe for Conflict Success
(Slide 1 of 3)

Prepare yourself with personal armor and
weapons—fortify in times of peace

Consult and follow the guidance of the
prophet—Learn from the prophet!

Prepare your group collectively by setting
the stage to provide warning, prevent
surprise, and ensure the best possible
opportunity for success

Ensure unity of purpose

E
E
E
E
E
E
E
E
E
E
E
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Battle of Mantl— }“;r;

Speaflc Recipe for Conflict Success
(Slide 2 of 3)

Call up reserves and reinforcements

Strike the enemy when he is weak and
confused—divide the enemy

Maintain pressure on the enemy from all
sides, surround them, and relentlessly drive
them to despair

Leaders must encourage the combatants
and remind them of the purpose of their

18
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Battle of Manti— ‘;u;;r; :

SpECIfIC Recipe for Conflict Success
(Slide 3 of 3)

Remember the purpose is to defeat Satan,
not to destroy children of God

When Satan flees, ensure he does so
unarmed—repentance

Clear the battlefield of remnants—
repentance

IﬁllﬁlIﬁlﬁlﬁllﬁlﬁllﬁllﬁllﬁlﬁlﬁllﬁllﬁllﬁllﬁllﬁllﬁllﬁllﬁlﬁlﬁllﬁllﬁllﬁl
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"‘-"" Amallcklahlte War Chronology "“*“

e Startsin 19 RJ
— Dissention of Amalickiah
— Amalickiah becomes Lamanite King
— Attacks on Nephite West—Ammonihah & Noah
e 13 Years of War (3 years no fighting)
e Fights over more than 13 cities.
® Endsin31RJ
— Lamanite Armies Fleeing Nephite Lands
— Nephites in Control of All Lands

19
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°“"‘f Challenges to Political Order &

® One of the most common reasons for Nephite
dissentions.

e Even priests and teachers dissent. (aima 45:23-24)

e Amalickiah—THE Archetypal Dissenter

e Dissention grew from pride through wealth to
the idea of elevation of self sufficient to
change the government.

IﬁllﬁlIﬁlﬁlﬁllﬁlﬁllﬁllﬁllﬁlﬁlﬁllﬁllﬁllﬁllﬁllﬁllﬁllﬁllﬁlﬁlﬁllﬁllﬁllﬁl
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w The Title of leerty

e Immediate Reaction to Amalickiah’s Desire for
Reestablishing a King

Transition Document—Tribal Federation to State

Compare and Contrast with Urban Il’s Preaching of
the First Crusade—Negative Motivators—there are
horrible things going on in the east and it is upon the
Franks to put a stop to it, the enemy in the east is
evil incarnate and must be destroyed, and the nobles
were committing wanton acts of destruction and
violence against fellow Christians and this behavior
would be better put to use against non-Christians.

,ﬁ Title of Liberty Speech—Positive and Uplifting

20
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¥  The Title of Liberty (Text) \F7)

In memory of our God, our religion,
and freedom, and our peace, our
wives, and our children

Alma 46:12

[Tl I s e s e T s e e s e s e el s e ) =T e G = el

5]

ﬂﬁlllEIIIEIIIEIII_EIIIEIIIEIIIEIII!F_IIII.EIII.I.-'.I".IIIEI||EIIIEIII_I.-'IIII.EJIIEIIIEIIIEIII_EIIIEIII!-'IIII.EIII.EIIIEIIIEIIIEIII.EIIIEIIEIIIEIII.EJIIEIIIEIIIEIIIEIII.

]
5 Moroni

Slide 1 of 3

=]

e strong and a mighty man
of a perfect understanding
did not delight in bloodshed

soul did joy in the liberty and the freedom of
his country, and his brethren from bondage
and slavery

heart did swell with thanksgiving to his God
e firm in the faith of Christ

T eI T e I s e i sl s e s e M sl e ] T

&
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3

Unity

Slide 2 of 3

e sworn with an oath to defend his people, his rights,

and his country, and his religion, even to the loss of
his blood. . ..

his heart did glory in [faith in God]; not in the
shedding of blood but in doing good, in preserving
his people, yea, in keeping the commandments of
God, yea, and resisting iniquity

e Yea, verily, verily | say unto you, if all men had been,

and were, and ever would be, like unto Moroni,
behold, the very powers of hell would have been
shaken forever; yea, the devil would never have
power over the hearts of the children of men.

—Alma 48:11-13, 16-18
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V2 Moroni

Slide 3 of 3

e Not Perfect

Temper

Favored and Used Capital Punishment
Acted Decisively when Certain

Would not be popular with modern media.

This is probably why Mormon began his praise by
saying Moroni was a man of perfect understanding
and that he was firm in the faith of Christ, because
without these attributes his other personality traits
would have made him like so many extremist
fanatics throughout history.
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Unity

7 Moroni &)

LY

A

T eI T e I s e i sl s e s e M sl e ] T

[Tl I s e s e T s e e s e s e el s e ) =T e G = el

5]

o |
o

=]

&

14 June 2024

22



War in the Book of Mormon: Understanding Mormon's Metaphor, Part 5 of 8 14 June 2024

II,I_.'IIII!;T,III!;T,III!;T,III,I;IIIIEIII,IQ‘_III_I;TIII!E,III,I;IIII,I_.'TI,III,I_.'III|!:IIII_I,.',T_III,I,:IIII,I;IIIII_.'IIII,L:TIII_I;TIII_I,:IIII!:IIII!;T,III,I_.'IIIIEIII_I;IIII!:IIII,I,:IIII,l_.'IIII,l_.'IIIII;IIII_I;T,III,ﬁlllﬁlll,@lll,ﬁlll_ﬁlll_@
s Me,

]
L] oW Me, o’ 7
A g L i 4

Amalickiah’s Leadership

® Inspired War
Used Lies, Deception, and Poison
Regicide
Ambitious—Not Content with Being King of
Lamanites
Propaganda

Played the role as obedient responder to the
will of the people after manipulating that will
to be like his own
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Some Comparisons

Top 10 Nephite Commanders  Top 10 Lamanite Commanders

Total Record

of Lehi,, Moroni, Helaman, and Teancum

1 year 3 3-0 Amlici 5 years
38 years 4 3-1 Zemnarihah 3 years

* Unknown which battles he actually commanded.
* One loss is a non-battle in that he went there, assessed, and then departed without attacking.
Note: These rankings are based off victories in battles personally commanded and not total battles fought.
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19 RJ—A Busy Year

¢ Contentions within Nephite e Lamanite Dissention
Society e Battle of Onidah
Church Members Dissent e Assassination of Lamanite
Title of Liberty King
Amalickiah Dissention Amalickiah becomes King
Nephite Pursuit of Amalickiah of Lamanites

2" Battle of South Wilderness Amalickiah convinces
Lamanites to Fight

Amalickiah Convinces g
Nephites

Lamanite King to Fight
Nephites 2nd Battle of Ammonihah

2nd Battle of Noah

=11 [ T e s e Tl s e Tl s el s e el s e ] S e T = Tl 1
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History (craphic
19 RJ—A Busy Year

Amalickiah as a Strategist

1. Convince Lamanites to Attack

2. Win!

3. Take Over all of the Land of Zarahemla

Western Campaign
. Last Win was at Ammonihah (81 BC or 11 RJ)
. Amalickiah Becomes Lamanite King (73 BC or 19 RJ)
. Repeat the Win!
. Attack Ammonihah
. Failure and Failure!
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Lamanite Strategy (Maybe) 7

e Build Confidence—Return to the only place of
Lamanite military success since 11 RJ (Amalickiah’s
Western Campaign—20 RJ)

Capture Bountiful and Surround Nephites—
Complete what Morianton failed to achieve and
realize the great Nephite fear. (Amalickiah’s Eastern
Campaign—25 RJ)

Capture Zarahemla (Ammoron’s Western
Campaign—26 RJ)
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Amallcklah’s Western Campalgn:"‘f'

[ Lamanite Army Led by Zoramites
B e New Concepts
— Lamanite Use of Armor

— Assault of a Fortified Position

e Empathetic Understanding of an Opponent

[5
[5
[5
% — City Fortifications
=]
&
&
5]
[5

[5
e Logical Defensive Planning

&=}
[E
e Return to Site of Success—Ammonihah
5]
5]
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2nd Battles of
Ammonihah & Noah

Nephites Lamanites
2" Battle of Ammonihah  2"d Battle of Ammonihah
e Army Size ~2,000 ¢ ArmySize ~6-10,000
e Casualties 0 e Casualties 0

2" Battle of Noah 2"d Battle of Noah

e Army Size ~2,000 ¢ ArmySize ~6-10,000

e Casualties 0 e Casualties 1,000
(WIA) >50
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- Amalickiah’s Western
Campaigh—Lessons

What is Mormon
showing his
reader?

5
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(By the way, he also tells us.)
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Amalickiah’s Western
Campaignh—Lessons
Understanding the Opponent
Part of a Political and Military Campaign
Delegation and Stewardship—Lehi
Protection: Personally and Totally
Strength of Leaders
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"‘-“'f Preparatlon

Slide 1 of 5

e Moroni—one of the great battlefield
preparers in ancient history

e Preparation of Individuals—Armor
— Like weapons, think of armor by intent
— Shields versus Nakedness
— Carried (Battle of Noah) and Fastened On (Title of
Liberty)
— Head-plate?
— Protect the chest, arms, and head
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Preparation

Slide 2 of 5
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Figure 4.1: Dirt Berm (Banks of Earth)--Side View
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Preparation

Slide 3 of 5

| | Figure 8.2: Improved Nephite Fortifications
Side and Front Views

i

Side View
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Preparatlon

Slide 4 of 5

e Clearing Potential Threats—Preemption
— Strategic Thinking
— Creating a Terrain Advantage—Fortifications
— Denying a Terrain Advantage—Removing
Lamanites (East Wilderness)
— Geo-Strategic Cities
e Logistics and Support
— Based on Annual Levy? (Alma 57:6)
— Designated Support Areas
— Families Came with Conscripts (Alma 58:4)

Preparatlon

Slide 5 of 5

e Reinforcement

— Not All were Selfless Patriots— “Thus Moroni,
with his armies, which did increase daily because
of the assurance of protection which his works
did bring forth unto them, did seek to cut off the
strength and the power of the Lamanites from off
the lands of their possessions, that they should

have no power upon the lands of their
possession.” (Alma 50:12)

— Large Numbers Provided Even After Years of
Fighting— ~300% Reinforcements
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Just War Uz
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e Ancient Rule of War
e Struggle in Medieval Europe over the Same
Issue

e Clear to Nephites
— Nephites Generally Led by Mighty Men in the

Faith of the Lord—Given by Revelation (Jarom 1:7,
Alma 43:45-47)

— Reasons—lives, wives, children, lands, country,
rights, liberties (Mosiah 20:11, Alma 43:26)

— Defense—Not a Condemnation of Offense, but of
Vengeance
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~ Eastern Wilderness and Moriantonite War
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Moriantonite War

e |nitial Argument about Land

e Introduced to Teancum

e Nephite Strategic Policy—Cannot Be
Surrounded!

e Warm Contention

e Moroni Surprised—No Spies?

e Standing Nephite Army—After 5 years of
Peace—Training?

e Taking the Fight Directly to the Leader—

.ﬁ Contest of Champions
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Notes

e Significant Change of Complexity

e Bureaucratic Changes

— Semi-Professional Commanders (Bountiful,
East, and Southwest)

— Army Organization
¢ Field Armies and Garrison Forces
e Army of 2,000 and 6,000

— Institutionalizing Moroni’s Reforms

— Transfer of Techniques and Ideas to Lamanites
— A War for Control of Cities

— Prisoners
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Concluding Thoughts

Preparation
See the battlefield
Use and listen to spies
Know the enemy and how they will react in a given stimulus
Armor — self-protection
Fortification — community protection
In times of peace
Covenants
— Agreement to do your duty
— Doing your duty protects others in their duty
— Think about who/what benefits from covenant keeping
— Title of Liberty: God, faith, freedom, and family
Unity
— Conceptual unity is more important than physical unity
— Unity leads to success
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More Details Available
Uploaded Slides

Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/warinthebookofmormon)
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Email (warinthebookofmormon@gmail.com)
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% War in the Book of Mormon “W

An Eight Part Series of Lectures

Iﬁl

Iﬁl

15 June The Amalickiahite War
13 July Gadianton Robbers and the Change in Warfare
3 August Mormon

All are welcome to attend.
At the Leavenworth Ward Chapel (1020 Limit Street, Leavenworth, KS)
7:00 PM on the nights indicated
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