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Middle East:

Past is Prologue

Part1of 6

T.E. Lawrence

16 Aug 1888
1909
1910

1911-1914

1914

15 Dec 1914
1916

6 Jul 1917

1 Oct 1918
1919-1921
1922-23,25-35
1923-1925
1926

1927

19 May 1935

Born

Visited Syria and Palestine

Graduated from Oxford with
his focus on Crusader
fortifications

Part of archeological dig in
Syria

Desert reconnaissance

Reports to Arab Bureau

Assessing an Arab Revolt

Capture Agaba

Capture Damascus

Foreign and Colonial Offices

RAF as John Hume Ross

Royal Tank Corps as T.E. Shaw

Seven Pillars of Wisdom

Revolt in the Desert

Died
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., 16 Apr 1897
1915

1920
1922
1930
1939
Apr-May 1941

Jun-Jul 1941

May-Jul 1948

1 Mar 1956

1943-1983
1963
1965
1970

17 Mar 1986

John Bagot Glubb

Born

Commissioned Royal Engineers

Western Front WWI

Wounded — Shattered Jaw

Transferred to Iraq

Assigned to Ramadi, Iraq

Officer in the Arab Legion

Commander Arab Legion

Led Arab Legion to retake Iraq
following a pro-Axis Coup

Led Arab Legion against Vichy
French Forces in Syria

Led Arab Legion into Palestine
during Arab-Israeli War

Removed as Commander Arab
Legion

Authored Numerous Books (21)

The Great Arab Conquests

The Empire of the Arabs
The Life and Times of Muhammad

Died

and U.S. (and British) policy

driver on this topic

My Approach

* As much as possible, teach this from the
perspective of the subject and not the learner

* Be able to hold a conversation with an Arab cab

My Background

* Military Background — Served as an exchange
officer in the Jordanian Armed Forces

* Lived inJordan and Israel for 5% years — lectured
by many cab drivers about Middle East history

* Taught U.S. Army officers for 13 years — military
history, Middle East history, military theory
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Approach

Most of the Material
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Version 4.0 (11 May 2015)
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Perception: Good Guys and Bad Guys

Amaryllis Fox (Former CIA Clandestine Service Agent)

Edited https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7WEd340W9BI&t=13s [accessed 24 March 2017]

Seeing the Pyramid

Introspection: What do | see?
Empathetic Appreciation:
What do they see?
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Elements of a Story

* Theme * Plot
— Central idea — Key Events
— Lesson/Moral — Solution

* Characters * Conflict
— Protagonist — Obstacles
— Antagonist

* Setting
— Time
— Place

How it really is.

What are the Roots of
Conflict in the Middle  confit
East?

Roots of Conflict
WW!I —Present |.£4

Deep Roots of Conflict
Weakening of Empires — WWI

10
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Agenda for Course

1. What is the Middle East?

Who are the Arabs?

What is the source and role of ideology?

Islamism

o uewWN

Competing Promises and Inter-War Problems
World War Il and the State of Israel

America in the Middle East and Resolutions
The Management of Savagery and Conclusion

11

Competing Promises
Hussein-McMahon Correspondence
Sykes-Picot Agreement
Balfour Declaration

Inter-war Problems
Dissolution of the Caliphate
Increased Jewish Immigration
Establishment of the Muslim Brotherhood
Arab Uprisings and the 1939 White Paper

“Solutions”

The Final Solution
The State Solution

The State of Israel and State Responses
1948 War and al-Nakba
Twin Pillars Policy
1967 War
1973 War and the Camp David Accords

Twenty Five + 1

Islamism
1979 Iranian Revolution
Birth of Hezbollah
Globalized Jihad and the birth of al-
Qaeda
Birth of Hamas
Intifadas
America in the Middle East
Operation Desert Storm
Al-Qaeda’s Declaration of War and
GWOT
Resolutions
2006 Lebanon War
Mowing the Grass
Arab Spring
The Abraham Accords
ISIS and the Islamic Revolution
An Appropriate Theory for War
The Management of Savagery

12
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Agenda for Today

Define Middle East

Define Arab

Brief Discussion of Islam

Why is the U.S. in the Middle East?
The Great Game

Ottoman Empire

13
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“In the Middle East there
is no such thing as an
expert, there are only

varying degrees of
ignorance.”

—A roughly accurate quote from a USMC
Middle East Foreign Area Officer (FAO)

15

Where is the Middle East?
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Alfred Thayer Mahan in September 1902 issue of the British journal National Review.
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Middle East Explanatlons
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Mlddle East Explanatlons
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Middle East Ex
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What does Levant Mean?
What does aI Sham Mean'-’

5 Levant

-ish
These a
both

terms a

fixed

Derived from Latin and French
words that mean rising.
Literally it is the place where
the sun rises or the east.

i A

conceptual \Tf x|

nd i &
haye no \J ’

borders.

re
[

W

Can mean the specific city of

Damascus, the Damascus polis,

or Syria, or greater Syria as
needed by context.
A

Y

Version 4.0 (11 May z0I5]
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e ' el

1. Various sects.
2. 1 Billion plus and growing.

24
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Major Ethnic Groups

Alawis (Syria/Lebanon)
Arabs (MENA)

Assyrians (Syria, Iraq)
Chaldeans (lraq, Syria)

Copts (Egypt)

Druze (Syria, Lebanon, Israel)
Jews (Israel, Iran, Turkey, Yemen)
Mandaeans (Iraq)

Maronites (Lebanon)
Samaritans (Israel)

Berbers (Egypt)

Afshar (Iran)

Armenians (Lebanon, Syria, Turkey, Israel,
Jordan, Iraq)

Circassians (Turkey, Syria, Jordan, Israel)

Azeris (Iran)

Qajars (Iran, Caspian Sea Coast)
Qashqai (Iran)

llsavan (Iran)

Tartars (Turkey, Iran)

Turks (Turkey)

Turkoman (Iran, Iraq, Turkey)

Yoruk (Turkey)

Bakhtiari (Iran, Zagros Mountains)
Baluch (Iran, Pakistan)

Hazaras (Iran, Afghanistan, Pakistan)
Kurds (Iran, Iraq, Turkey, Iran, Syria)
Persians (Iran, Iraq)

Pushtun (Iran, Pakistan)

Nubians (Egypt, Sudan)

25

Religions of the Middle East

Sunni Islam (Most of Middle East)

Shia Islam (Iran, Iraq, Lebanon)

Shia Imamis (Iran, Iraq)

Shia Ismailis (Levant)

Shia Zaydis (Yemen)

Shia Alawis (Syria)

Shia Druze (Syria, Lebanon, Israel)
Ibadhis (Oman)

Coptic Orthodox Church (Egypt)
Armenian Orthodox Church (Middle East)
Syrian Orthodox Church (Syria, Iraq)
Ethiopian Orthodox Church (Egypt)
Greek Orthodox Church (Levant, Egypt)

Maronite Church (Syria, Lebanon)
Syrian Catholic Church (Levant)
Armenian Catholic Church (Levant)
Chaldean Catholic Church (Iraq)
Melkite Church (Syria)

Roman Catholic Church (Mideast)
Various Protestant Churches (Mideast)
Orthodox Judaism (Israel)

Hasidic Judaism (Israel)
Samaratanism (West Bank)
Yazidism (Iraq, Syria)

Bahaism (Iran, Levant)
Zoroastrianism (lran)

26
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Religious Composition of the Middle East =~
Islam. X .
{58 Suneiem (Henat, Snalr, sk aed Hanted
P Shilsm (imami, Zaidl and lsma'ill ies, as woll
as Alevism, Yasarsm, and Zsism)
I ioadiem
205 Wahhatiism {Salatiam, Muwshhidun) |

ToEl Cheintiamcty (various cenom.ations)

(W Jucwam
[l Zorosstrisnism Arsb
W Druze %
E Other {Yezicism, Nusairism, AnimiseyZir-Bid, o .
Hingulsm ste- .
T e ralighon wees © M by 200w, | o et
= S i o A0 Ly ———— -
I o r— e

27

Istam by country [ Sunni [ Shias [l badi

28

17 January 2024

14



UMKC SPARK - Middle East-Past is Prologue (1)
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— Arab Saying

Culture

"The host must fear the guest, when he sits and
shares your food, he is a company. When he
leaves your house, he is a poet”

31

Five Pillars of Islam

This declaration of
faith is called the
Shahadah. “There
is no true god
(deity) but God
(Allah), and
Muhammad is the
Messenger
(Prophet) of God.”
Every convert
must say it to
enter Islam. It is
also said in the
Salah. In Arabic it
is pronounced this
way: “La ilaha illa
Allah,
Muhammadur
rasoolu Allah.”

Shahadah

oy

Salah is the
name for the
obligatory
prayers which
are performed
five times a day,
and are a direct
link between the
worshipper and
God. Itis the first
thing you are
questioned about
on the Day of
Judgement. It
also
distinguishes
between a
muslim (believer)
and a kafir (non-
believer).

Salat

The third pillar of
Islam is Zakat
Zakat is giving

2 5% of your
capital to the poor
and needy
Charity is a
necessity for
every muslim.
The Prophet said
"Even meeting
your brother with
a cheerful face is
charity "

A person may
also give as much
as he or she
wishes as
voluntary alms or
charity.

Zakat

Sawm means
fasting the month
of Ramadan.
Ramadan is the
ninth month of the
lunar calendar. In
this month,
Muslims must
stay away from
food and drinks.
Fasting spiritually
purifies us and is
also very good for
our health. A
fasting person
also gains
sympathy for the
poor who don't
have food and
can be hungry

-

Sawm

The final pillar of
Islam is Hajj. Hajj
is obligatory for
Muslims to
perform once in a
lifetime if they are
physically and
financially able to
This pilgrimage to
Makkah is
performed in the
twelfth month of
the lunar
calendar. Male
pilgrims must all
wear simple,
seamless sheets
We celebrate the
end of Hajj with

Eid Al-Adha

Haijj

32

17 January 2024
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1t Al-Hajarul Aswad

2: Maquarnu Ibraheam
3t HIF lamateel

4: Zarream Enclogure

S: Suitable path for Tewal

GATE @ 1M, 2000, All rights reserved.

L.
— Lineage R
Quraysh Ordy Alsh ST Krows Best
Murra.
@0
Tamim Kilab Quraish
ey s Hashenvte
Qusay ot
Fry wad Ummayyad
Ka'ab AbdManaf
i Companions
Abbasid Caliph
D sciss Caliph
Abd Shams Ml cortova Catiph
ol PT-S
Nufayl Amir Shabadis
Jadgi el aliasul 18
alkhattab  Uthmanulaic Harith AbuLahab Hamza Abdillah AbuTalib Abial'As. '
ol e sl e il G alil us o gl st vl
Abbas 2
Maguam Ghidaq . =5 Safar “J:;.
Fotner Father e son
Umar AbuBakar Abdullah Fadl AR Uthman al Hakam Affan Fatner  AbuSuffyan
P Sl alil ae Jdad W g vials e s s el
Al Hassan Hussein Marwan | | Uthman  fon Muawiyah |
ey > s> Viso 4 R wsmo |

Muhammad Muhammad  Abdal Aziz Abdal Maiik Yazid |
aos Fery w15 aul s x 2
asSaffah al Mansour Manwan 1l Umar 1} aWalid]  Sulayman Yarid Hisham | Mumyah 1
Zuaat 4 Jaaini g oiso g4 P Wl § e g EO T gq LERE
) Hehet Yazia m Ibrahim aWalid il Muasiyah 1
Saaan 5 E o | Ases

alHadi  [Harun al Rashid Abdal Rahman
i g V.8 5 oo we ]

34

17



UMKC SPARK - Middle East-Past is Prologue (1) 17 January 2024

Timeline of Muhammad in Medina

c.622 Emigrates to Medina (Hijra)

623  Caravan Raids begin

623 Al Kudr Invasion

624  Battle of Badr: Muslims defeat Meccans

624  Battle of Sawiqg, Abu Sufyan escapes capture

624  Expulsion of Banu Qaynuga

624 Invasion of Thi Amr, Muhammad raids Ghatafan tribes

624  Assassination of Khaled b. Sufyan & Abu Rafi

625 Battle of Uhud: Meccans defeat Muslims

625 Tragedy of Bir Maona and Al Raji

625 Invasion of Hamra al-Asad, successfully terrifies enemy to cause retreat

625 Banu Nadir expelled after Invasion

625 Invasion of Nejd, Badr and Dumatul Jandal

627 Battle of the Trench

627 Invasion of Banu Qurayza, successful siege

628 Treaty of Hudaybiyyah, gains access to Kaaba

628 Conquest of the Khaybar oasis

629  First hajj pilgrimage

629 Attack on Byzantine Empire fails: Battle of Mu'tah b }

630 Bloodless conquest of Mecca

630 Battle of Hunayn

630 Siege of Ta'if

631 Rules most of the Arabian peninsula
632  Attacks the Ghassanids: Tabuk

632  Farewell hajj pilgrimage

632 Death, on June 8 in Medina

35

Islamic Law of War

O people! | charge you with ten rules; learn them well!

Stop, O people, that | may give you ten rules for your guidance in the
battlefield. Do not commit treachery or deviate from the right path.
You must not mutilate dead bodies. Neither kill a child, nor a woman,
nor an aged man. Bring no harm to the trees, nor burn them with fire, especially those
which are fruitful. Slay not any of the enemy's flock, save for your food. You are likely to
pass by people who have devoted their lives to monastic services; leave them alone.

Do Not ... 7. ..harm the trees
1. ..commit treachery 8. ..burn trees with fire,
2. _deviate from the especially fruitful ones
right path 9. ..slay any of the
..mutilate dead bodies enemy's flock, save for
your food

...kill a child

. 10. Leave monasteries and
...kill a woman

monks alone

AN A

...kill an aged man

36
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Islamic Conquests

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y0q9MyT6x8g&index=6&list=PLPXqLVmujr5udxklY tdTz5)gl4HOZcBg

632 A.D

37

When comes the ISIS identity
Salafist

Mohamed said, "The best people are those of
my generation, and then those who will come

after them (the next generation), and then those

who will come after them (i.e. the next
generation), and then after them, there will
come people whose witness will precede their
oaths, and whose oaths will precede their
witness.” (sahih Bukhari Volume 8. hadith number 437)

‘ersion 7.0 (20 February 2016)

17

38
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Shah Waliullah
(1703-1762)
Syed Ahmed of Rae Barelvi
(1786-1831)

Darul Uloom Deoband
-Present)

Abu al-A’la Maududi
(1903-1979)
Mullah Omar
(1960-2013)

Taliban
(1994-Present)

Khawarij
(@72-272)

‘Mhmd ibn abd al-Wahhab
Emirate of Diriyah (1703-1792)
in al-Afghani

(First Saudi State)
10 1218)

Emirate of Nejd
(Second Saudi State)
1)

Unification of Saudi Arabia
(

Abd n Baz
(1910-1999)
STOR

‘Abu Mhmd al-Maqdisi
(1959-Present)

Yusuf al-Qaradawi
(1926-Present)
Hassan al-Turabi
(1932-2016)
Hezbollah
(1982-Present)

Abu Qatada al-Filistini
(1950-Present)

Abu Musab al-Zargawi
(1966-2006)

DESER

Isis
(1999-Present)

Abu Mhmd al-Julani
(1974-present)

Arab Spring
(2010-2011)
Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi

(1971-Present)

Salafi-Jihadi-Takfiri Ideology,
Evolution of

Ahmad ibn Hanbal
( 5)

Mongol Empire

(12

97)

(
Mhmd Ahmad
Ikhwan Mahdi of Sudan

183

Wihmd Abduh

(1802-1929) (1884-1885) (B
W X Rashid Rida

et (1865-1935)

Hassan al-Banna
(1906-1949)

Muslim Brotherhood
Qil Shock (1928-Present)
(X Seizure of
Grand N e o Sayyid Qutb
(EEFE) Mhmd Qutb (1906-1966)
(1919-2014)

©Omar Abdel-Rahman
(1938-2017)

Mhmd abd al-Salam Farag
(1954-1982)

Juhayman al-Otaybi
(1936-1980)

Abdullah Azzam
(1941-1989)
Ayman al-Zawahiri
(1951-Present)

HAMAS
(1987-Present)

Osama bin Laden
(1957-2011)

Egyptian Islamic Jihad
a-Qaeda (1980-2001)
(1988-Present)

Abu Bakr Naji

Abu Musab al-Suri
(1958-Present)

40

17 January 2024

20



UMKC SPARK - Middle East-Past is Prologue (1) 17 January 2024

US Security Commitments
1939 - 1979 2019 2024|
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Main Subject:

The Great
Game

43

A cartoon from the English satirical magazine Punch, or The London Charivari (13 Dec 1911).

Th Grgat Game

Y " As Between Friends

_ (British Lion to Russian Bear)

- 'If we hadn't such a
1 thorough
~understanding |

" might almost be
tempted to ask
what you're doing
there with our little
playfellow.'

i 3 e B B

P Ty Ot sl S
htt,p?]/en.wikipedia‘org/wiki/The_Great_Game#/mepii_a/File:As_ﬁetn're&nff'?iér‘vé’s;(?unc?g:magazme.ﬂ3_December_191 1,_detail).jpg

44
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1890 Map of Asia

hitps:en,wikipedia.org/wiki Great_Game#/media/File: Asien_BdLipg

45

Imperial Interests and Strategic Objectives
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...the disappearance
Empire must be the first step towards

the disappearance of our own. Fie0 Miles
- Sir Mark Sykes (Tory MP)(1914) 2.000 Kilometers .
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47

Selim | Suleiman |

|
- : :
1}

Ottoman Sultan-Caliph

Sultan Only 1299-1517 (218 years)
Sultan- Callph 1517-1922 (405 years)

»
j . ‘. Vv,

Callph (0]

nly 1922-1924 (2 years)
Abdulmejid Il

Mehmed Vi

48
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[ ] Ottoman lands 1359
[ Cenquests 1359-1451
[_] Conquests 1451-1520
] Conquests 1520-1566
(] cenquests 1566-1683

] Territories restored to Safavid control 1603
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Safavid Empire

(1500-1736)

50
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Ottoman — Safavid Clash

1501 (1500-1502) - 1736
It still matters!

L #
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Twelver Shiism the

* Transformation of Shia Islam — makes

largest branch of Shia Islam
* Creation of modern Persia and makes it predominantly

Shia by compulsory means

f
1

17 January 2024

* Mesopotamia becomes a conflict zone between
expansionist Twelver Shiism and Sunni missionary efforts.

1

51

Religious Composition of the Middie East
Islam.
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AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN RUSSIAN EMPIRE
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European
Involvement

European-Controlled Temitories in
the 20th Century Middle East
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Mhmd ibn abd
al-Wahhab

(1703-1792)

55
Mhmd ibn abd al-Wahhab
(1703-1792)
* S: Revivalist who a‘”’?i;ﬁ‘tv"

criticized reverence for
shrines and saints.

* J: Called for and led
action against Mecca —
cleansed mosque

* T: All those who revere
shrines and saints are

kafr.
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Brian L. Steed

www.harrative-strategies.com
narrativespace.net@gmail.com
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